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Greetings! As the fall season is around us, I’m sure all of  you have some 
memory of  starting your first day of  school. The experience brought a mix-
ture of  emotions. It was a little bit exciting to be striking out on a new adven-
ture of  learning and meeting new people. It was a little bit scary as you didn’t 
know exactly what to expect, and it was a little bit overwhelming as you em-
braced for the work ahead of  you. Yet, in your heart, you knew with the right 
people, the right guidance, and a little bit of  luck, things would turn out al-
right. As I start my tenure as President of  ICA, I have similar trepidations 
and am feeling somewhat like a kindergartener all over again. 

So far, I’ve had a lot of  luck and the good fortune of  having wonderful, knowledgeable people to 
work with and mentor me. I want to give Judy Vogel a special thank you for her help and patience as 
I planned the conference. In addition, the speech faculty at DMACC willingly pitched in to help in 
all sorts of  ways. I owe them all a huge “thank you.”

The 2012 ICA conference started the year off  well. This year’s theme was technology and approxi-
mately 65 educators attended the conference. I went away from several sessions learning new ways 
to integrate technology into my own classes. The discussion was thoughtful as many pondered if  
technology was the best solution for enhancing education. My hope was that during the conference 
attendees might be enlightened by a new assignment, a new gadget, a new app, or just possibly a new 
perspective. Beyond the panels, the publishers were very generous this year by helping to fund the 
social hour and president’s reception.

Our organization does such a superb job of  recognizing members for their impressive contributions 
and teaching. This year during the annual awards ceremony at the conference, Dennis Doyle from 
Central College received the 2012 Citation Award honoring his outstanding service to ICA. Two 
awards were given for Outstanding Adjunct Teaching to Nicole Allaire from DMACC and Jamie 
Stech from Iowa Western Community College. Finally, Ashley Whittington from Pella High School 
was recognized as Outstanding New Teacher.  It is with great pleasure that I extend my personal 
congratulations to all of  our award winners. Distinguished members like these make our institutions, 
organization, and discipline stronger. 

The plans for next year’s conference are already underway. The membership voted to keep the 2013 
conference at DMACC in Ankeny. The theme will be “Being Professional.” Hopefully, this will be 
an opportunity to discuss how we can prepare our students for their professional lives, but also ex-
plore how we can strengthen and enhance our own professional experiences within our institutions 
and within the Iowa Communication Association. It’s never too soon to start thinking about col-
laborating with colleagues on panel presentations. In fact, submitting a panel idea is one of  the first 
steps to becoming a more active member within ICA.

President’s Message

ICA President Julie Simanski
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President’s Message, cont’d.
We have a great deal to be proud of  as members of  the Iowa Communication Association. We are a thriving organization with 
a vibrant membership that includes members from K-12, community colleges, and four-year institutions. ICA annually hosts 
a conference with an array of  stimulating ideas and discussions. In addition, our journal continues to be recognized for its 
research excellence. Finally, it is the “home” organization for many around the state and even outside of  Iowa who enjoy see-
ing old friends and new colleagues from year to year.

Ever since those first days of  school, I have always loved learning and consider myself  a life-long learner. Yet, as every kinder-
gartener can attest, the first year comes with achievements and a few mistakes. Please bear with me as I journey through this 
first year. ICA, its members, and especially, the fall conference, always brings me a new focus and a renewed sense of  appre-
ciation about what we do. In fact, the feelings I hope to foster within ICA is a little like being a kindergartener again. I want 
members to see our organization as a place of  renewal, excitement, and learning with a touch of  wonderment.

Have a great semester,

Dr. Julie Simanski, ICA President
Des Moines Area Community College
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Being Professional:  
2013 ICA Conference Theme
The theme for next year will be around the idea of  what 
it means to be a professional. It’s never too early to start 
thinking about panels you’d like to submit for next year’s 
conference. Several questions are listed to get you thinking 
about possibilities for round table discussions or panels 
or ways you can collaborate with others from around the 
state. 

What do students need to know to become professionals? 
What assignments or projects do you do to prepare them? 
Should we gear our curriculum for a particular profession 
or for a well-rounded liberal arts background? What skill 
set or knowledge base do students need to have for their 
future work lives? How does the participation in clubs, 
activities, or programs benefit graduates?

What do businesses want from communication-oriented 
graduates? How can the new teacher experience be en-
riched? What are the trends or needs of  the 21st century 
worker? What communication situations or experiences 
should students have to ready them for work? What jobs 
are available for communication graduates?

How can we strengthen our own professional experienc-
es? What organizations, programs, or opportunities could 
benefit us professionally? What does it take to be a good 
colleague? How do mentoring programs work at your 
schools and institutions? How can we strengthen ICA, 
CSCA, or NCA? How do you build an effective vitae? 

Save the Date: 
2013 Conference Information
Next year’s conference will be held again at the Ankeny 
DMACC campus conference center. The dates will be 
September 20 and 21, 2013. 

The AmericInn will again host attendees of  the confer-
ence for reasonable rates. A block of  rooms including 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights have already been 
reserved. Mark your calendars today!

In 2009, Buena Vista University formed an internship 
partnership with the Minnesota Vikings Public Relations 
Department. Initiated by Jeff  Anderson, Director of  Cor-
porate Communication for the Vikings and a 2003 BVU 
graduate, the Game Day Internship Program allows two 
to three BVU students per season to work closely with the 
Vikings Public Relations staff  during home games. To date, 
eight BVU students have participated in the Game Day In-
ternship Program.

“The internship program was developed to enhance the 
Vikings game day experience for our media and our staff  
by having press box assistants who are qualified college stu-
dents pursuing degrees in related fields,” Anderson said at 
the launch of  the partnership.

Anderson, who studied corporate communication at BVU, 
was once a Vikings intern himself, and sees the value of  
giving students internship opportunities. 

BVU Vikings Internship Partnership 



Fall ’12  |  ICA News  |  3

ICA is looking for people who are willing to take on two 
key positions for the organization: Iowa Journal of  Com-
munication Editor and Iowa Journal of  Communication 
Budget Manager. Mary Gill is the current Journal Editor, 
and she will continue as editor for the 2013 and 2014 vol-
umes. David Wendt is the current Journal Budget Manager 
and plans to stay in that position for another year. This is 
a perfect opportunity for someone to step up and learn 
from the best! Mary and David would be willing to mentor 
you into these positions. Working with them would make 
the transition seamless, and you would feel confident as-
suming these responsibilities later on. 

If  you believe that ICA has had a positive influence on 
you, then please consider volunteering to give back to 
ICA in this way. Contact Mary (gill@bvu.edu) or David 
(dwendt@keokuk.k12.ia.us)

ICA wants needs you! 

“

IJC seeks manuscripts related to any aspect of  communi-
cation. We will publish a general issue (Number 2 of  Vol-
ume 45) open to any topic related to the study of  com-
munication and also seek manuscripts related to any aspect 
of  Political Communication for a special issue (Number 
1 of  Volume 45) of  the journal. We accept manuscripts 
from any communication scholar and welcome interdisci-
plinary efforts; authors need not be a member of  the Iowa 
Communication Association (ICA).While each issue typi-
cally contains 5 to 6 manuscripts, manuscripts are always 
welcome and will be held for future issues. More infor-
mation regarding submissions standards may be found on 
the website at www.iowacomm.org. Submit manuscripts to  
IowaCommJournal@bvu.edu. Questions regarding re-
search and acceptability prior to submission may also be 
sent to the same email address. 

IJC call for submissions

Defending speech, forensics and drama programs in the world of budget cuts  

With school districts slashing budgets on an annual basis, the 
danger of  cutting or reducing speech, forensics and drama 
programs increases dramatically. New and stronger argu-
ments may need to be constructed to validate the continu-
ation of  these important activities. Speech and theatre par-
ticipation enhances numerous life long learning skills that are 
easily transferable into all career fields. Employees with effec-
tive communication skills, solid critical thinking and problem 
solving skills and concrete time management skills have a sig-
nificantly quicker rate of  hire and receive promotions more 
regularly. In these days of  high unemployment, it is vital that 
high school graduates easily demonstrate these ‘soft skills’ 
during the interview phase of  employment. A clear majority 
of  business publications cite the previously mentioned skills 
as the most desired set of  skills for graduates to effectively 
utilize as they seek employment. Speech and theatre activities 
present an introduction to the material and then provide con-
sistent practice and refinement of  those often sought after 
skills. Personal control of  those mentioned skills also ensure 
success at post secondary institutions. It is important for edu-
cators and coaches to defend the classroom and co-curricu-
lar activities that provide daily practice that ensure personal 
attainment of  these skills for a possible competency based 
system. Readily available resources can be found to aid in pro-
gram defense. Several of  these documents are downloadable 
for more lengthy research.   

www.collegeboard.org | Find the K-12 icon. Use the drop 
down menu to find “Standards and Curriculum”. Go to Eng-
lish/Language Arts section. There is a section that is devot-
ed to speech and theatre related activities and information. 
There is also information concerning the basic skills that a 
high school graduate should possess for college success.   

www.natcom.org | This website is for the National Com-
munication Association. Go to the ‘Educational Resources’ 
section and find K-12 Resources. The College Board Stan-
dards were developed from the K-12 Standards from NCA. 
There are other documents and information that may aid in 
basic information gathering.   

www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov | For some school dis-
tricts, this information may hold significant power. Two sec-
tions that contain many implied communication concepts are 
located in the Literacy section and the 21stt Century Skills 
section. Specific skills are listed in the 21st century area.   

www.schargel.com/2010/02/04/What-employers-
want-from-graduates | This article contains statistics that 
show the strong need for the activities of  speech and drama, 
both in and out of  the classroom.   

www.prospects.ac.uk/What_do_graduates_do_ 
employers.htm  |  This article shows that importance of  
soft skills and presents the need for effective communication 
with an international perspective. 

David Wendt, Keokuk High School
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The value of serving ICA
Having the privilege of  hearing Dr. Dennis Doyle accept 
the Citation Award at our September conference remind-
ed me of  the well-known quotation from Edward Everett 
Hale, “I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, 
but I can do something. And I will not let what I cannot do 
interfere with what I can do.” As Dennis told the story of  
several individuals who had made a difference in his life, 
I found myself  reflecting on many in the association who 
have made such a difference for us and who have taught me 
so much about the value of  serving the association.

First and foremost, over 20 years ago when I arrived at Bue-
na Vista University, my then new colleague, Dr. John Mad-
sen, passionately shared the history that BVU faculty had 
with the Iowa Communication Association. Having lived in 
three states previous to Iowa whose state associations were 
not viewed consistently in a similar way by departmental 
colleagues, I appreciated John’s lesson on the value of  cre-
ating something for the good of  the state, colleagues within 
the state, and students who are potential colleagues of  the 
future. Too often we think of  what can the association do 
for me without asking the more (or certainly equally) re-
warding experience, what could I do for the association? 
How might I contribute to its leadership?

Over the years I continue to be impressed with the individ-
ual fingerprints collectively made on the association. From 
changes in conference locations, to changes in the view of  
officers neededfor the association, to changes in conference 
format (remember when the keynote session was first add-
ed?), to the creation of  an undergraduate and graduate stu-
dent award for outstanding research, to the inclusion of  the 

top student paper in our journal, to the creation of  awards 
honoring adjunct faculty and our student majors, various 
leaders and members continue to shape the association. We 
are synergy in action!

For those who have not yet had the privilege of  being a 
member of  the Executive Committee (or who have not 
been members of  it for some time), ask yourself  how might 
you help to shape the association’s future. One of  the most 
rewarding professional experiences I have had in serving as 
the Executive Secretary, the President, and now the Editor 
of  the journal is the opportunity to feel as though I am a 
part of  something truly special without feeling like I am de-
voting a great deal of  time and yet seeing incredibly positive 
results. Think of  the undergraduate student scholars you 
have witnessed. Think of  the new graduate students or the 
newly minted Master’s candidate who are now professional 
colleagues or the newly minted Ph.D.s who wish to return 
or stay in Iowa. There is much we can be proud of  and 
much each of  us can contribute. 

Often times we may think I don’t know enough to run for 
a position on the board or I don’t have enough time. I am 
here to encourage each of  us to think rather as Edmund 
Burke did when he noted, “Nobody made a greater mistake 
than he who did nothing because he could do only a little.” 
We can’t learn any younger and together we are much stron-
ger than any of  us individually. I know I speak for many 
who have served on the board when I say, your voice is 
welcome and what you know is definitely enough to make a 
positive difference!

“I don’t pay any attention to elections.” “I just hate politics.” “I know I should follow the news more than I do, but I’m so 
busy with work and kids I just don’t have time.” “All I want is a job.” If  you’re like me, you’ve heard many such pronounce-
ments expressed by your students, neighbors, family members, and coworkers. The statements above may even resonate 
with your own attitude toward the constant barrage of  political ads in an election year like this one. If  so, you’re not alone. 
Reactions like this are commonplace in contemporary American culture, and they have been for quite some time. German 
sociologist Juergen Habermas has termed this sentiment “civic privatism,” which he defines as “political abstinence com-
bined with an orientation toward career, leisure, and consumption.”1

Civic privatism involves more than whether people volunteer in their community or pay attention to politics. It isn’t some-
thing that can be measured by voter turnout, public opinion polls, or scores on current events quizzes. Rather, it’s a ques-
tion of  orientation. Sociologist Robert Bellah and his associates call it a “habit of  the heart.”2 

Habermas is hardly the first to worry about this. It’s a perennial problem faced by democratic forms of  government 
throughout history. Near the end of  the Roman Empire, Augustine wrote: “Let us say that a ‘people’ is an assembled mul-
titude of  rational creatures bound together by a common agreement as to the objects of  their love. In this case, if  we are 
to discover the character of  any people, we have only to examine what it loves. […] Clearly…the better the objects of  this 
[love] the better the people; and the worse the objects, the worse the people.”3 If  Habermas and Augustine are right, then 
we are a people who love career, leisure, and consumption more than the public good, and we’re the worse for it.

Term to Learn: Civic Privatism

Cont’d. on pg. 5 >>
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Judith Vogel, ICA Past-president

At the ICA Banquet Awards ceremony, two of  our ICA 
members were announced as the recipients of  awards 
presented by the National States Advisory Council. 

Dr. Dennis Doyle was named as the 2012 Recipient of  
the NSAC award for Service to the State. This award is 
given to someone who has made a significant contribu-
tion to his/her state organization. Dennis was nominat-
ed by Judy Vogel (DMACC), and letters of  support were 
written by Dr. Mary Gill (BVU), David Wendt (Keokuk 
H. S.), and Craig Ihnnen (IHSSA). 

Eric Upmeyer was named as the 2012 Recipient of  the 
NSAC award for High School Teacher of  the Year.  This 
award is given to someone who has made a significant 
contribution to his/her high school in the classroom 
and/or extra-curricular activities. Eric’s letter of  nomi-
nation was written by Judy Vogel, and letters of  support 
were written by Lee Tjelmeland (DMACC), Matt Kings-
bury (Vinton-Shullsburg Principal), and Deb Vaughn 
(Vinton-Shullsburg Language Arts Chair).

Receiving these national awards not recognizes the con-
tributions of  these two men, but it also recognizes the 
quality of  the members of  ICA and our association as 
a whole. 

Congratulations, Dennis and Eric! ICA members are ex-
tremely proud of  your achievements!

Let’s hear it for our guys! 

The Westminster Symposium was held on September 18-19, 
2012 at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri, one of  the 
few colleges in the United States that holds a campus-wide 
symposium each year. 

The 2012 symposium, which focused on “Religious Experi-
ence in Global Society,” had five plenary (keynote) speakers 
and 17 breakout sessions. The plenary sessions included Dr. 
J. Baird Callicott, professor of  philosophy from the Univer-
sity of  North Texas, speaking on environmental ethics and 
religion; Dr. R. Douglas Geivett, professor of  philosophy at 
the Talbot School of  Theology at Biola University, speaking 
on a defense of  God and Christianity; Dan Barker, co-pres-
ident of  the Freedom from Religion Foundation, speaking 
on a defense of  atheism and secularism; Dr. David Shaner, 
Herring Chair and professor of  philosophy at Furman Uni-
versity, speaking on Asian religions and business leadership; 
and Dr. Eugenie Scott, executive director, National Center 
for Science Education, speaking on evolution and religion. 

In 2013, the eighth annual Westminster Symposium will fo-
cus on global sports. 

Westminster holds Symposium
Likewise, the founders of  the American republic were 
well aware of  the human tendency to turn inward to-
ward privatism. Political philosopher Jean Bethke Elsh-
tain points out that democratic forms of  government are 
always precarious for just this reason,4 which is why the 
founders were so concerned with cultivating civic—i.e. 
public—virtue among the citizens of  the fledgling na-
tion.
 
Many scholars in the discipline of  Communication who 
study and teach rhetoric are continuing along this line of  
inquiry. We are interested in how habits of  civic priva-
tism have become prevalent and how they might be re-
oriented toward civic engagement. Not surprisingly, edu-
cation looms large in most solutions, and central to that 
are courses in Argumentation, Rhetoric, Public Speak-
ing, and Civic Engagement. These courses are essentially 
courses in how to do democracy.5 
 
In the Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln asked a ques-
tion, “whether [this] nation, or any nation, so conceived and 
so dedicated, can long endure.”6 What he was asking was 
whether government “of  the people, by the people, for 
the people” could really last. The question remains per-
tinent today. So when I hear my students and neighbors 
and friends express sentiments of  political abstinence, 
I’m not surprised. I just smile, and like the rhetoricians 
before me, I gently try to direct their thoughts toward a 
better love.

1. Juergen Habermas, Legitimation Crisis, trans. Thomas 
McCarthy (Boston: Beacon Press, 1973), 37.
2. Robert Bellah, et.al., Habits of  the Heart: Individualism 
and Commitment in American Life (New York: Harper & 
Row).
 3. Augustine, The City of  God Against the Pagans, Book 
XIX, Chap. 23, trans. R.W. Dyson.
4. Jean Bethke Elshtain, Democracy on Trial (New York: 
Basic Books). See especially chapter 4.
5. J. Michael Sproule, “Oratory, Democracy, and the Cul-
ture of  Participation,” Rhetoric and Public Affairs 5 (2002): 
301-310.
6. Emphasis added.

Privatism, cont’d. 



6  |  ICA News  |  Fall ’12

Defending, cont’d. 
USA Today article entitled “Employers want a new way 
to judge graduates beyond tests, grades” authored by 
Mary Beth Marklein on 1/23/2008. | A powerful article 
that definitely supports daily instruction and skill develop-
ment in the areas of  communication, problem solving and 
collaboration. 

Also consider contacting local business owners and CEO’s 
of  corporations for letters of  support for your program. 
Consider asking those business leaders to personally contact 
the district administrators as they support the instruction of  
effective communication and problem-solving skills. Sup-
port for speech and theatre education is available. Speech 
and theatre activities are vital to the total education for the 
youth of  today. Build your case, develop the arguments and 
win the round for our speech and theatre students!

IWCC faculty announce new roles
IWCC currently 
employs four full-
time faculty mem-
bers in the speech 
department, with 
all four receiving 
new assignments/
titles since August.

Jamie Stech and George Lacey were regular-part-time (80%) 
instructors. Both George and Jamie were hired to be full 
time (100%) instructors starting fall 2012. Elizabeth Dun-
can received a promotion from instructor to assistant pro-
fessor and Nicole Juranek received a promotion from as-
sistant professor to associate professor.

BVU announces theatre season
The Buena Vista University Theatre Program offers three 
main-season shows each season. In addition, a touring chil-
dren’s show will occur in January. The shows for 2013 in-
clude Circle Mirror Transformation and Don’t Dress for Dinner. 

During the January Interim class session, Dr. Mike Whit-
latch, director, will tour the Children’s Show Magic Theatre. 
The scenes in the show encourage use of  one’s imagination 
and tolerance for others. Touring typically every four years, 
dates and locations are yet to be determined; appearances 
occur throughout the region among several area elementary 
and middle schools. 

Circle Mirror Transformation is a story about four lost New 
Englanders who enroll in Marty’s six-week-long communi-
ty-center drama class and experiment with harmless games. 
The result is hearts are quietly torn apart and tiny wars of  
epic proportions are waged and won. Winner of  the 2010 
Obie Award for Best New Play, performances are February 
6-9, 2013 in Anderson Auditorium.

The final show of  the season is Don’t Dress for Dinner. Set in a 
converted barn in the countryside, this farce has everything 
a great comic play needs: hidden identities, Freudian slips 
and splatting pratfalls, an all-you-can-eat menu, and a little 
marital infidelity in typical farcical fashion. Performances are 
April 24-27, 2013 in Anderson Auditorium.

Hardeman honored by Westminster
Keith Hardeman re-
ceived the 2011 campus-
wide outstanding profes-
sor award for excellence 
in teaching, research, 
and college service at 
Westminster College in 
Fulton, Mo. He is pro-
fessor of  speech com-
munication and chair of  
the Humanities Division 
at Westminster.  A for-
mer adjunct instructor at 
UNI, Professor Harde-
man has been teaching 
at Westminster College 
since 1990.

In memory
Sam Becker, University of  Iowa, has passed away. He was 
89 years old. Sam played a major role in the Iowa Com-
munication Association for many years. He was awarded 
the Citation Award in 1993. The Citation award is given to 
someone who has consistently demonstrated exceptional 
service to the field of  communication in Iowa over a pe-
riod of  time. It is the highest award that ICA bestows.
 
We extend our sympathies to his family, friends, and col-
leagues.

Keith Hardeman receives outstanding 
professor award from Westminster 
College President Barney Forsythe
and Dean Carolyn Perry.
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Who are some of  the most dependable, professional, and inno-
vative instructors in your department? If  the adjunct instruc-
tors in your department fit this description, nominate them for 
the Outstanding Adjunct Instructor Award. 

This award is given during the ICA annual convention in the 
fall of  each year. The nomination requirements are noted on 
the ICA website. However, the criteria for this award have 
changed slightly. Instead of  awarding adjuncts after 5 years of  
teaching, the new criterion will be 2 years of  teaching.

Please consider recognizing those adjuncts in your depart-
ments that contribute in so many valuable ways. The ap-
plication process is simple and the professional recogni-
tion is well worth the effort. Take a look at the nomination 
materials on the ICA website and honor your worthy ad-
juncts this year!  Application materials should be sent to:  
Kim Powell, ICA President-elect, kimpowell@luther.edu .

Outstanding Adjunct Teaching  
Award for 2013

Faculty, undergraduate, and graduate students keep focus 
on the papers being constructed this fall and submit them 
for the 2013 Iowa Communication AssociationConference 
Competitive Student Paper process. Selected papers will be 
presented at the conference to be held September 20-21 at 
DMACC in Ankeny. All accepted papers will be organized 
into thematic and/or top paper panels for the conference. 
The top papers will be recognized on a top student paper 
panel, with the best undergraduate or graduate student pa-
per receiving:

• Publication of  the paper in the 2014 issue of  the Iowa 
Journal of  Communication 

• Being named the 2013Westphal Student Paper recipi-
ent 

• Recognition via a certificate and monetary award pre-
sented at the conference banquet on Friday evening

• A one year membership to the Iowa Communication 
Association (includes journal subscription)

• 2013 ICA conference dues paid

Papers should be no longer than 25 pages in length, typed, 
double-spaced, and may be on any communication topic. 
Submission deadline is June 1, 2013.

Papers should be submitted electronically using the latest 
version of  Word to: Mary Gill, Editor of  the Iowa Journal 
of  Communication, at gill@bvu.edu. Feel free to submit pa-
pers from this fall’s work at any time.

Competitive Student Paper Award

Jamie Stech was given one of  the two adjunct awards at the 
fall ICA convention. She received her M.A. from University 
of  South Dakota and is currently working on her Doctorate 
in Education at University of  Nebraska-Lincoln. Jamie has 
taught at Iowa Western CC since 2009. 

Her colleagues and dean recognize that Jamie not only 
teaches classes, but works with students in the Diversity 
book club, the communication club, helps with the speech 
contests, and readily subs for her colleagues.  Her dean says, 
“she is student centered and dedicated to honing her craft.”

The words positive, joy, creativity, charisma, innovative, cu-
rious are evident in Jamie’s teaching and professionalism. 
Again, her dean states, “I’m impressed with her ability to 
engage students and make the discipline meaningful.”

It is clear that Jamie is a consummate professional and an 
excellent teacher. It was with great pleasure that the Iowa 
Communication Association awarded her Outstanding Ad-
junct Instructor of  2012. 

Jamie Stech, Outstanding Adjunct

Nicole Allaire was awarded the second adjunct teacher 
award. She has been an adjunct instructor at DMACC 
Ankeny campus since 2008. Her teaching style is ex-
tremely creative and effective in helping students learn 
the concepts of  the discipline. Moreover, she maintains 
a friendly yet professional image in the classroom and is 
highly respected by her students. 

Nicole’s teaching is excellent, but her contribution to the 
DMACC speech department makes her an exceptional 
adjunct. She regularly serves as a judge for the speech 
contests; attends many of  the Communicate! speech 
club meetings; faithfully attends faculty meetings and is 
a reliable substitute for other faculty. In addition, Nicole 
has attended the ICA annual conferences for several 
years and has been a presenter multiple times.

Her departmental deans sum up Nicole’s qualifications 
well, “Professor Allaire is a bright, talented, enthusiastic, 
and an innovative teacher who brings fresh perspectives 
to her students.” 

Nicole obviously exudes all the qualities of  a wonderful 
adjunct. ICA celebrates with her the Outstanding Ad-
junct Teacher Award of  2012.

Nicole Allaire, Outstanding Adjunct

mailto:gill@bvu.edu
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1. Nicole Allaire, 
DMACC, (l) receives an 
Outstanding Adjunct 
Award from Julie Siman-
ski (r).  2. Frank Westphal 
top student paper 
winner Rachel Woolsey 
(r) is congratulated by 
Westphal’s daughter, 
Yvonne Fielder.   3. Sat-
urday provided an op-
portunity for attendees 
to show their school spirit 
at the business meet-
ing.  4. There were many 
opportunities for good 
discussion at this year’s 
conference.  5. DMACC 
faculty once again 
served as hostesses for 
this year’s conference.  
6. Jamie Stech, IWCC, (r) 
receives an Outstand-
ing Adjunct Award from 
Julie Simanski.  7.  Eric 
Upmeyer is congratu-
lated by Lee Tjelmeland 
for being recognized 
the NSAC High School 
Teacher of the Year.   
8. Networking opportuni-
ties were ever-present 
during social activities.   
9. Julie Simanski ac-
cepts the gavel from 
ICA past-president Judy 
Vogel.  10. Attendees 
enjoyed beautiful music 
during  this year’s ban-
quet. 11. Citation Award 
recipient Dennis Doyle 
thanks Central College 
colleage Linda Laine. 
12. Marilyn Shaw (r) 
congratulates Outstand-
ing New Teacher Ashley 
Wittington, Pella High 
School (l). 

See you next fall!


