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Winter is behind us, and now our thoughts turn to spring: a time of  change, 
promise, and new beginnings. Those thoughts are also true for ICA! 
 
This year’s fall ICA Conference will be held September 21 and 22, 2012 at the 
Conference Center on the Ankeny campus of  Des Moines Area Community 
College. Julie Simanski, this year’s program planner, has chosen the theme 
“Digital Directions: Communicating and Learning in the 21st Century.” This 
theme promises to provide each of  us with knowledge and skills that we can 

immediately apply to our classrooms. I am anxious to see the session proposals from our mem-
bership! Ranallo’s on Third will again cater the banquet, and arrangements have been made with 
AmericInn to offer our attendees wonderful rates. Be sure to see Julie’s article in this newsletter for 
more details, and be sure to “save the dates” on your calendars. I also encourage you to invite col-
leagues from your own institutions and from other institutions to attend the conference. Remem-
ber when you invite them that first-time attendees have their conference registration fees waived. 
 
At the winter meeting, the ICA Board chose to give the ICA Citation Award, ICA’s highest honor, to 
Dennis Doyle of  Central College. Dennis served as President of  ICA and has been a faithful attend-
ee and presenter at ICA Conferences for many years. His sessions have always been of  the highest 
quality. He has earned the respect of  his colleagues as a professional and as a colleague and friend. 
Please congratulate Dennis for receiving this honor and thank him for his contributions to ICA.  
 
We will also present awards for Outstanding Adjunct and for Outstanding New Teach-
er. Consider nominating worthy candidates for these awards. This is a way that we can 
encourage colleagues and let them know how much their contributions are appreci-
ated. Also, continue to promote the ICA Recognition of  Achievement in Speech Com-
munication with your students. Receiving this recognition can be a strong addition 
to your students’ resumes. Criteria for all these awards are available on the website. 
 
At the ICA All-member Business Meeting on the Saturday morning of  the Conference, we will 
be electing two at-large members to the ICA Board and a president-elect. If  you are interested 
in these positions, contact Julie Simanski (jasimanski@dmacc.edu). Job descriptions for these 
positions can be found on the website by clicking on the buttons on the page where the current 
Board members are listed. I would be happy to answer any questions you might have about being 
on the Board. I will also be passing the gavel to Julie Simanski. Julie will be a strong and creative 
leader for ICA. I encourage you to support Julie by becoming involved with the ICA Board. 
Another way to get involved is to become a mentor in the IAAE/ICA Mentoring program.  
Sarah Schaefer is the Mentor Chair. She would love to explain the program to you. If  you 
know of  a first-time teacher of  speech communication in middle school to high school lev-
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President’s message (cont.) 
els, please give that person’s name to Sarah so she can make contact. This program is invaluable to everyone involved. 
Yet another opportunity to serve ICA would be to serve as the ICA Journal editor. Mary Gill, the current editor, will 
serve for two more years and has offered to mentor whoever the next editor might be. What a wonderful opportunity 
to learn from the best! See another article in the newsletter to learn all the ways you can become involved with ICA 
 
In September, we will also discuss the possibility of  changing the length of  terms for the at-large members and 
changing the number of  at-large positions on the Board. The ICA All-member Business meeting is open to all who 
are current members of  ICA. Please plan to attend so your voices can be heard to help shape the future of  ICA. 
 
Finally, as this is my last “Letter from the President,” I want to thank all the ICA Board members who have served dur-
ing my term. I appreciate each of  you so much! Your willingness to serve and support ICA encouraged and motivated 
me. My thanks and admiration go to all members who submitted session proposals for and who presented in the two 
conferences for which I was program planner: Embracing Similarities – Respecting Differences and We All Need Some-
body – Relationships Matter. Thanks also to my DMACC colleagues who assisted me in so many ways and to my dean 
for his generosity. And last, my thanks go to Mary Gill, David Wendt, Marilyn Shaw,and Melissa Beall for having faith in 
me and encouraging me to accept this position. Without their encouragement, I would have missed out on this wonderful 
opportunity to serve my colleagues and friends in ICA. I feel humbled to have been asked and honored to have served. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing all of  you at this year’s Iowa Communication Association Conference in September! 
 
Judy Vogel, ICA President

Panel submissions needed for 2012 ICA Conference 
 The Iowa Communication As-
sociation is currently accepting panel 
proposals for the annual confer-
ence in fall 2012.  The dates for next 
year’s conference will be September 
21-22, 2012 and will be hosted at the 
DMACC Ankeny campus-confer-
ence center.  Next year’s theme will 
be:  Digital Directions: Communicat-
ing and Learning in the 21st Centu-
ry.
 No matter how desperately we 
may want to escape it, technology 
seems to touch every aspect of  our 
lives.  It affects the way we relate and 
maintain relationships with others.  It 
is the way we send and receive infor-
mation about anything from the news 
to political elections.  As educators, 
technology can be a way we enhance 
learning and connect students within 
a global community.  Furthermore, 
technology can help with the day-to-
day management of  our classrooms.
As teachers can we effectively inte-
grate it into the learning environment 

and make it feel seamless? Are there 
innovative techniques or uses of  
technology that make your classroom 
more vibrant?  Are there concerns 
about how students use and access 
technology? And finally, does tech-
nology always equal quality in our re-
lationships and our teaching?
 Please consider proposing a panel 
for next year’s conference.  Propos-
als must be submitted using the form 
located on the Iowa Communication 
website or in the Spring Newslet-
ter by May 20, 2012 to Julie Siman-

ski, 2012 ICA conference planner,  
jasimanski@dmacc.edu.

Possible Panel Topics: Blogs,  soft-
ware,  hardware,  second life,  virtual 
office hours,  video games,  on-line 
learning,  Facebook, Twitter,  You-
Tube,  webpages,  interactive white-
boards,  social networking, LinkedIn,   
clickers,  smart phones,  wikis,  apps,  
textbook websites,  e-books,  email, 
texting,  sexting,  online discussions,  
Skype,  copyright rules,  cyber bully-
ing,  privacy issues,  listservs,  search 
engines,  RSS feeds,  podcasts,  vid-
eocasts,  webcasts, handheld devices,  
Kindle,  WI-FI,  etiquette,  power-
point,  digital pictures,  plagiarism,  
Google,  Jing,  digital footprints,  voi-
cethread.com, ICN classrooms,  flip 
cameras,  technology training,  glog-
ster,  access to technology,  grants,  
resources, pros  vs  cons of  technol-
ogy, portfolios,  jump drives,  Micro-
soft Word,  assessing online classes,  
technology skills in the workplace 

The 2012 ICA Convention will be held  
September 21–22 at the campus of  
Des Moines Area Community College 
(DMACC) in Ankeny.

Continued on page 3. 
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Call for ideas to be presented in 
GIFTS panels
 For the fall conference, I would 
like to have two different types of  
GIFTS panels.  One panel would be 
the traditional style in which instruc-
tors submit “great” teaching ideas 
that are successful or work particu-
larly well in the classroom.  These 
submissions can be for any Speech 
Communication oriented class  
you teach.

 The second GIFTS panel will 
have a technology focus.  Think 
about any application, website, gad-
get, or social medium that you use in 
your classrooms that works particu-
larly well for you or a certain class.
If  you choose to submit to either of  
these panels, please fill out the sub-
mission form, include a description 
of  your idea, and indicate if  it is for 
the traditional GIFTS or GIFTS-
TECH session.

Hotel rate
AmericInn, our conference hotel in 
Ankeny, has new owners and will be 
renovating over the next year.  Due 
to these factors, the rate will be go-
ing up some, but will remain reason-
ably priced.  For a single room, it will 
be $69.90 for a single $79.90 for two 
or more people. The block of  rooms 
will still be available for Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights.  

Dr. Dennis Doyle of  Central College has been selected by the ICA Executive Committee to 
receive the 2012 Iowa Communication Association Citation Award. The Citation Award, the 
highest recognition awarded by ICA, is given to someone who has consistently demonstrated 
exceptional service to the communication and/or performing arts field in Iowa over an ex-
tended period of  time.

Dennis earned his BA from the University of  Northern Iowa, M.S. from North Texas State 
University and Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. He has been a professor 
at Central since 1989 and has served as the Chair of  Communication Studies Department 

from 2000-2002 and from 2011 to present. He has served Central College through his participation on and ap-
pointments to several college committees and faculty development workshops and has authored numerous papers 
and presentations, several of  which address global learning and study abroad. For many years, Dennis supervised 
the student teaching program in Communication Education and has several former students who are now teach-
ing speech and theater in high schools across the state. He is a former Fairfield high school teacher where he taught 
speech, English and directed the drama/speech program. He has been an IHSSA judge since 1989 and has judged 
many All-state Festivals.

Dennis has been a member of  ICA since 1989. He served on the ICA Executive Board twice (’93 – ‘96, ’02 – ’06) 
and served as president from 2002 to 2004. He has had two articles published in the Iowa Communication Associa-
tion Journal and has served as a reviewer on the Editorial Board of  the journal since 1999. In addition, Dennis has 
chaired and presented in numerous panels and roundtables at the annual ICA Conference. He represented ICA to 
the National Communication Association States Advisory Committee from 2002-2005.

Besides ICA, Dennis is a member of  the National Communication Association and the FORUM on Education 
Abroad. He received the G. Jon Hall Alumni Recognition Award for Outstanding Service from the Communication 
Studies Department of  UNI in 1999 and was the co-recipient of  Central College’s Huffman Award for Outstanding 
Service to International Education in 2009. He was the keynote speaker for the Annual Iowa High School Speech 
Coaches Convention in 1999 and was recognized by the Iowa High School Speech Association as an expert critic in 
speech performance.

Congratulations, Dennis! Thank you for serving ICA and our discipline in such an exemplary manner. Dennis will 
accept the award at the ICA Conference Awards Program at the DMACC Conference Center on Ankeny campus 
on Friday, September 21, 2012.

Dennis Doyle named 2012 ICA Citation Award recipient

Dennis Doyle

Continued from page 2. 



ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award
 Each year the Iowa Communication Association awards a deserving new teacher our Out-
standing New Teacher Award. ICA is looking for someone who has demonstrated outstanding 
teaching and is in his or her first seven years of  full-time teaching at any academic level. Please 
take the time to recognize teachers who have contributed to their students learning and to the 
discipline of  teaching. Nominees do not need to be members of  ICA, just a deserving teacher. 
 Application deadline will be early June but now is the time to think about who you would wish 
to recognize for the Iowa Communication Association Outstanding New Teacher award. Ques-
tions regarding nominations may be directed to Marilyn Shaw at Marilyn.shaw@uni.edu.

Outstanding New Teacher Nomination Procedures: 
Nomination for the ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award is open to teachers in their first seven 
years of  full-time teaching at any level, grade school through graduate school in the state of  Iowa 
who are distinguishing themselves as outstanding classroom teachers. Nominees need not be 
members of  ICA but will be encouraged to attend the fall conference to accept the award; self-
nominations are appropriate.

Three copies of  the following materials are to be submitted for nomination:
A. The nominee’s current academic vita.
B. A total of  three letters of  recommendation from students, supervisors, colleagues, or
 administrators that cite specific reasons why the nominee should be selected for this award.
C. Evidence of  teaching effectiveness such as course/ instructor evaluations or a letter from
 an academic supervisor.
D. A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and co-curricular responsibilities.
E. An example of  a most effective teaching strategy, assignment, or lesson.
F. A current teaching philosophy.

Nomination materials should not exceed 30 pages. Deadline for nominations is June 3, 2012.
Send nomination packets before June 3 to:
Marilyn Shaw 
Lang 369
University of  Northern Iowa
Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0139

ICA Top Student Paper Award
 Undergraduate and Graduate students are invited to submit papers for presentation at the 2012 Iowa Communication Asso-
ciation Conference to be held September 21-22, 2012. All submitted papers that are accepted for presentation at the conference 
will be organized into thematic and/or top paper panels. The top three papers will be recognized on a top student paper panel, 
with the best undergraduate or graduate student paper receiving: 

  • Publication of  the paper in the 2013 issue of  the Iowa Communication Journal
  • Being named the 2012 Westpahl Student Paper recipient
  • Recognition via a plague and monetary award presented at the conference banquet on Friday evening
  • A one year membership to the Iowa Communication Association (includes journal subscription)
  • 2012 ICA conference dues paid

 Papers should be no longer than 25 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, and may be on any communication topic. Submis-
sion deadline is June 1, 2012. 

PAPERS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY TO: Mary Gill, Editor of  the Iowa Journal of  Communica-
tion, at gill@bvu.edu.  
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“The Iowa Com-
munication Association 
is a professional organi-
zation whose purpose is 
to unite those persons 
with an academic or 
professional interest in 
all disciplines of  Com-
munication and the 
Performing Arts at all 
educational and profes-
sional levels in Iowa for 
the promotion of  their 
mutual interests and the 
advancement of  their 
common field.”



Call for article submissions: ICA 
Journal General & Special Issue
 
Special Journal Issue: Family Communication

Volume 44, Issue 1 will feature research on  
Family Communication. Dr. Donna Pawlowski  
(drp@creighton.edu) is guest editor. Manuscripts will 
continue to be accepted until April 30. Please contact 
Donna with questions or send her your latest research 
on families. 

General Journal Issue 

Each year, the Iowa Journal of  Communication pub-
lishes a general issue of  research related to commu-
nication topics of  interest to the readership. Manu-
scripts on any topic related to communication are 
welcome. While each issue contains 5 to 6 manuscripts, 
manuscripts are always welcome and will be held 
for future issues. Continue to submit manuscripts to  
IowaCommJournal@bvu.edu for consideration. 
Questions regarding research and acceptability prior to 
submission may also be sent to the same email address. 
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Iowa Journal of Communication  
to be Available on EBSCO
 The Iowa Communication Association and EB-
SCO recently signed a licensing agreement that will 
allow future issues of  the Iowa Journal of  Commu-
nication to be available on all EBSCO research data 
bases.  The continued high calibre of  communication 
research in our journal served as a foundation for 
inclusion in this highly utilized research base.  The in-
creased visibility of  this research can prove beneficial 
for both graduate and undergraduate research in the 
field of  communication.
 The EBSCO news in combination with the re-
cent availability of  the on-line version of  the journal 
demonstrates the progressive vision of  the board.  
The Iowa Journal of  Communication will continue to 
evolve to meet the demands of  the current population 
of  communication research community.

 Who are some of  the most dependable, professional, 
and innovative instructors in your department? If  the 
adjunct instructors in your department fit this descrip-
tion, start thinking about nominating them for the Out-
standing Adjunct Instructor Award presented at the fall 
conference. 
The nomination requirements are noted on the ICA 
website. However, the criteria for this award have 
changed slightly over the last year. Instead of  awarding 
adjuncts after 5 years of  teaching, the new criterion will 
be 2 years of  teaching.
 Please consider recognizing those adjuncts in your 
departments that contribute in so many valuable ways. 
The application process is simple and the professional 
recognition is well worth the effort. Take a look at the 
nomination materials on the ICA website and honor 
your worthy adjuncts this year!   

Application materials should be sent to: 
Julie Simanski, ICA President-elect
DMACC
jasimanski@dmacc.edu

Call for nominations: Outstanding 
Adjunct Teacher Award

Ways to Get Involved in ICA…

…Become an at-large member on the Board
…Consider taking a leadership role in ICA

…Serve as a mentor in the IAAE/ICA Mentoring Program
…Identify new speech communication teachers in levels 7-12

…Agree to become editor of  the ICA Journal and 
mentor under Mary Gill

…Submit session proposals for the Conference
…Participate in a Conference session

…Invite colleagues to attend the Conference
…Attend the ICA All-member Business Meeting  

Saturday Morning during the conference
…Serve as readers for the Westpahl Student Paper Award

…Review submissions for the ICA Journal
…Help with the archiving project

…Encourage your students to earn the 
ICA Recognition of  Achievement in Speech Communication

…Have your students submit papers to the 
Westpahl Student Paper Competition

…Nominate colleagues for the New Teacher 
and the Adjunct Teacher Awards

…Mentor with David Wendt to learn the 
Budget Manager position

…Spread the word about ICA!

—Judy Vogel, ICA President
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IAAE/ICA Mentoring Program Offers Support
  

 It is the time of  year when speech communication positions are opening up and new student teachers in our disci-
pline are ready to take the next big step. The Iowa Communication Association can help with this process by offering 
mentoring opportunities and support to first-time speech communication teachers in grades 7-12 for their work in 
the classroom. Through a grant that is administered by the Iowa Alliance for Arts Education, new teachers in speech 
communication are given the opportunity and means to join ICA and attend the ICA Conference. They will have the 
opportunity to learn from experienced faculty who will act as their mentors. New teachers are also invited to attend 
the free IAAE symposium for all new teachers in the arts in October.
 If  you currently have a speech communication student teacher in your district or work with speech communica-
tion student teachers, please let them know about the program and have them contact ICA. Also, please let us know if  
you have a position opening up in your district or an area district. Teachers who have degrees in English but who will 
be teaching speech communication classes for the first time may also participate in this program. One of  the greatest 
challenges of  starting this program is identifying where our new teachers are located.  Our goal is to have a group of  
new teachers at our fall conference and involved in the program so that we can help them have a wonderful start to 
their careers.
 Information about the mentor program can be found on the ICA website or by contacting Sarah Schaefer at  
sschaefer@waukee.k12.ia.us.
 —Brian Pierce

What do you think? 
 

At the ICA All-member Business meeting on Saturday 
during the Fall Conference, the members will discuss 
changing the ICA Constitution to allow at-large repre-
sentatives to the Board to serve a three-year term. The 
number of  at-large members on the Board will also be 
discussed. Currently, the ICA Board has four at-large 
members who serve two-year terms. Two at-large mem-
bers are rotated off  the Board each year, and their posi-
tions are filled with the two newly elected members. The 
thought behind extending the terms is that new members 
are just trying to learn about the organization for the first 
year; by the second year, they start to understand, but 
then they are finished with the term. With a third year, 
members will be able to make more substantive contribu-
tions because of  their knowledge and experience. If  we 
decide to change the length of  service for at-large mem-
bers, we will then need to decide if  we want to increase 
to six at-large positions with two rotating off  each year, 
stay with four at-large positions with two rotating off  one 
year and one rotating off  each of  the next two years, or 
decreasing to three at-large positions with one rotating 
off  each year. Since the at-large positions serve as a feed-
er system to leadership positions, these decisions are very 
important to ICA.

Please attend the ICA All-member Business meeting to 
voice your thoughts!

—Judy Vogel, ICA President

IWCC’s Jamie Stech to participate 
in South Korea travel program 
  
Jamie Stech, who teaches at Iowa Western Community 
College, will be traveling to South Korea for two weeks 
this coming summer. Stech was accepted into this pro-
gram, which takes 18 doctoral and master students from 
the University of  Nebraska – Lincoln to South Korea. 
Stech will experience another culture while learning 
about education in other countries. While there, she will 
be examining Korean education and focusing on ESL 
education, taking a course in “Comparative Education” 
and “Teaching English as a Second Language.” These 
courses will go toward Stech’s Doctoral degree in Edu-
cational Administration in Higher Education. She will 
also be learning survival Korean while there. Stech will be 
spending her time at a teacher training university, an el-
ementary and secondary school, an after-school program 
and a homestay with Korean families.

Beall named to CSCA hall of fame 
  
Congratulations to Melissa Beall, who has been named 
one of  four inductees into the 2012 CSCA Hall of  Fame. 

Beall was recognized during CSCA’s Annual Business 
Meeting and Luncheon, as well as a special CSCA spot-
light panel, on Friday, March 30. 

Read the complete press release at the CSCA news page:  
http://associationdatabase.com/aws/CSCA/pt/sp/news. 

http://associationdatabase.com/aws/CSCA/pt/sp/news
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ICA Members in Yucatan, Mexico
 

Article by Linda Laine, Central College. Photos by Dennis Doyle, Central College
 My colleague, Dennis Doyle, and I had an unusual start to the New Year. We, along with several of  our Central College 
colleagues, participated in a week-long faculty development workshop in global experiential learning in Yucatan, Mexico. 
 This workshop grew out of  the American Association of  Colleges and University’s Shared Futures Summer Institute 
focused on global learning in general education. Doyle and four other Central College faculty members participated in the 
institute and proposed the faculty development workshop at Central as their main initiative. The Dean of  Faculty at Central 
College sponsored the trip through her faculty development budget. 
 The purpose of  the workshop was to provide faculty with the opportunity to experience what we expect of  our stu-
dents in the area of  global experiential learning. It also allowed us to enhance our own global learning, in part so that we can 

model it more effectively for students and incorporate it more broadly 
across the curriculum.
 The week started with a two-night home stay with a Mayan fam-
ily in the small, rural village of  Tinum. We learned how people in this 
culture plant, cultivate, and harvest small fields called milpa where they 
grow corn, beans, and squash. We also visited the tortilleria where women 
take their corn to be milled or made into tortillias. We even tried our 
hand at planting, picking, and preparing corn, as well as making tortillias 
by hand. At night, we negotiated the language barrier and slept in ham-
mocks, just as our host family did. This visit really put us into the role 
of  student (and pushed me far outside my comfort zone!), experiencing 
some of  the same things that our students do when they study abroad.

  
Following a visit to ChichenIza, the site of  an ancient Mayan city, the 
remainder of  the week was spent in Merida, the capital of  the state of  
Yucatan. There we engaged in additional activities similar to those stu-
dents experience, such as a scavenger hunt of  sorts throughout the city, 
designed to encourage us find our way and interact with others in spite 
of  the language challenges. We also heard from speakers on a variety 
of  topics, including the experience of  Mexican students who studied 
abroad in Iowa, conservation education in the region, and public health 
issues and campaigns in the state. 
 Finally we spent time reflecting on our own experiences and those 
of  our speakers in order to inform our own global citizenship and our 
efforts to foster global learning for our students. Although I’ve been 
teaching intercultural communication for years, this opportunity allowed 
me to personally engage in the topic on an experiential level as well as  
consider how I might further my students’ global understanding.  
 What a great start to 2012!

     Dennis Doyle & Linda Laine at ChichenIza. 

Linda Laine planting corn in the milpa. 

It’s a girl!   
 

ICA newsletter co-editor Kent Davis recently welcomed home a new daughter, Lilie Joelle. 

Lilie began her speech and communication training from inside the womb, as Davis and his wife both serve as 
judges for the Iowa High School Speech Association (IHSSA). 
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2012 ICA Panel Proposal Request Form: 

Due May 20, 2012
Emailed to: jasimanski@dmacc.edu

Submitter: __________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________ E-Mail: _____________________

Include any special requests for the room set-up: ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Program Format: __________________________________
(Themed Paper Panel, Roundtable Discussion, Student Paper Panel, Debate, Performance, GIFTS, GIFTSTECH, 
or other)

Media Requests (Please only request media resources if  the format absolutely requires it): ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Needs (e.g., time, day, other): ______________________________________

Below, please provide the copy for the panel, written as you would like it to appear in the program including all of  
the names of  presenters and titles of  presentations. Use Calibri and 12 point font. No hand-written proposals will 
be accepted. 


