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 The leaves are starting to turn a little brown, the air is a little thicker with dust 
from the fields, and the last tomatoes are being harvested from the garden. It’s 
that time of  year when the fruits of  last spring’s efforts are being reaped. Dur-
ing the annual fall conference, we also had the opportunity to experience and 
celebrate the time, energy, and commitment so many people put into this or-
ganizationover the last year. 
 After a year of  planning and sowing the seeds, it’s exciting to see the innova-
tion and insight that grows during our conference. I accepted 20 panels for the 
2013 program. A lot of  the credit goes to those who took the initiative to 

submit, participate and chair panels. According to the conference feedback sheets, members were 
pleased with the quality, depth, and variety within the sessions. In addition, the theme seemed to pro-
vide engaging and fruitful discussions about what it truly means to be a professional for both us and 
our students. 
 As I mentioned at the awards ceremony, I think ICA does an exceptional job of  honoring our out-
standing members. The awards are rewarding for recipients individually, but through these awards, ICA 
can nurture individuals who are passionate about the profession as well as the organization. This year’s 
new teacher awardees were Bryan Kampbell of  Buena Vista University and Jamie Stech of  Iowa West-
ern Community College. The outstanding adjunct awards were given to Joshua Hamzehee of  UNI and 
Hawkeye Community College and Tanna White of  Iowa Western Community College. Through these 
awards, ICA has hopefully planted the seeds for our future officers and board members within the 
organization.
 This year’s Citation Winner was Susan Cantine-Maxson. Her hard work and commitment to the 
profession as well as ICA was recognized. Susan spent many years serving as ICA’s Executive Secretary. 
She spent most of  her career teaching at the high school level and built a legacy of  excellence while 
working with students in extracurricular speech activities. Although Susan is technically retired, she still 
teaches and spends a great deal of  her time working with the Brown Grand Theatre in Kansas.
 Additionally, Susan will be recognized for her Service to the State at NCA in November and  
Rebecca Diverniero will also be honored by NCA for a Scholarship Award for her article that appeared 
in the Iowa Communication Journal. 
 At this year’s conference, we welcomed several new members to the Executive Board. After many 
dedicated years as Business Manager for the journal, David Wendt will relinquish his role to Ann  
Minnick. Natalia Chervosky will act as Communication Director. Finally, Steve Duck and Sarah Wilder 
were elected to act as At-Large Representatives on the Board. Thanks to all of  them for their willing-
ness to serve the organization. We look forward to their contributions.
 During next year’s conference, we will celebrate our 50th anniversary. I challenge all of  you to think 
about ways you can contribute to the organization over the next year. Are you willing to submit a 
panel for the 2014 conference, would you act as a reviewer for our outstanding journal, will you write 
an article for the spring newsletter, or will you invite colleagues to attend next year’s conference? 

President’s Message: Fall Harvests

ICA President Julie Simanski
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President’s Message, cont’d.
 Each year our conference brings together nearly 85 colleagues and friends from across the state. I feel fortunate to be a part of  
this group as ICA brims with a wonderful network of  passionate and inventive educators and scholars. Indeed, as ICA members, 
we have a lot to be proud of  during this season of  harvests.   
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“ The Iowa Communication Association is a  
professional organization whose purpose is to unite 
those persons with an academic or professional  
interest in all disciplines of Communication and the  
Performing Arts at all educational and professional  
levels in Iowa for the promotion of their mutual  
interests and the advancement of their  
common field.”

Kampbell and Stech named ICA Outstanding New Teachers for 2013
 During the Banquet Awards Ceremony held September 
21 at the Iowa Communication Association 2013 Annual 
Conference, two members were recognized as ICA’s Out-
standing New Teachers for 2013. Recipients of  the ICA 
Outstanding New Teacher Award must be in their first sev-
en years of  full-time teaching in Iowa and must demonstrate 
exceptional teaching effectiveness as evidenced by submis-
sions from their colleagues, administrators, and students.

 Dr. Bryan Kampbell is Assis-
tant Professor of  Communication 
at Buena Vista University where he 
teaches courses in Public Speaking, 
Civic Engagement, and Argumenta-
tion. In addition to the many com-
munication courses he teaches, he is 
the Director of  the Honors Program 
at BVU. In this role, he works with 

faculty in a variety of  academic disciplines to recruit men-
tors for student projects.
 Dr. Kampbell has served on the Academic Affairs Com-
mittee of  the Faculty Senate, the Graduate & Professional 
Studies Council, and the Educational Technology Support 
Committee. He is the Communication Studies Assessment 
Coordinator and is active in the Campus Ministry Program. 
Bryan has been an active member of  ICA and currently 
serves on the Executive Committee. He has presented sev-
eral sessions at the ICA Annual Conference.
 Dr. Kampbell’s Teaching Philosophy: I begin with the 
premise that we must live out our lives despite the fact that 
we do not always have as much knowledge or insight as we 
would like. We are faced every day with uncertainty The pur-
pose of  education is to calibrate students’ mental compasses 
so they can effectively navigate through this uncertainty and 
have confidence that they have done the right thing.

  Ms. Jamie Stech is in her second 
year of  full-time teaching as an In-
structor of  Communication Arts at 
Iowa Western Community College. 
She will soon complete a Doctor-
ate degree in Educational Adminis-
tration with a focus on Community 
College Leadership at the University 
of  Nebraska (Lincoln). 

 Jamie serves on the College’s Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development, the Diversity Committee, the 
Employee Events Committee, the Emergency Assistance 
Fund Committee, and the Portal Governance Committee.
She is co-advisor for Communication Club, and co-chair of  
the Summer Transition Program. Jamie is an active member 
of  ICA and has presented several sessions at ICA Annual 
Conferences.
 Ms. Stech’s Teaching Philosophy: Communication is at 
the root of  every success and every problem. When a per-
son is better able to understand communication, they will 
be able to create healthy relationships. With healthy relation-
ships comes happiness and completeness in life. My goal 
as a teacher is to help each individual student learn lifelong 
skills that they will be able to take with them anywhere.
 Congratulations, Bryan and Jamie! ICA is proud to honor 
you for your outstanding teaching.

Bryan Kampbell

Jamie Stech

by Judy Vogel

Be part of the discussion: ICA considering incorporation
 The Executive Board will be having discussions in the next year about the possibility of  incorporating our organization. 
The final vote will be done at next year’s business meeting. It would be extremely helpful to ICA’s discussion about incorpo-
ration to have all ICA members, especially board members, refer to the following links about non-profits in Iowa. It would 
also be helpful if  everyone would ask people in other organizations of  which they are a part or people in communication 
associations in other states about their status and why their decision was made. If  you have helpful information or advice, 
please forward to Barb Schmidt, Executive Secretary. 
www.iowa.gov/government/ag/protecting_giving/Organize_Iowa_np.html   |   www.guidestar.org/rxg/help/irs-subsection-codes.aspx

—Julie Simanski, ICA President

by Julie Simanski
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Susan Cantine-Maxson accepts Citation Award
 Thank you, David [Wendt], and 
members of  the Iowa Communica-
tion Association for honoring me 
with your Citation Award.  
 I  remember sitting at many  Exec-
utive Board meetings discussing the 
candidates for this award each year, 
never dreaming that one day I, too, 
would be a recipient. People such as  

Dennis Doyle, Kim Powell, David Wendt, Mary Gill, Alan 
Lerstrom, & Mary Bozik--These are recent past winners 
and I am truly humbled and honored that you consider me 
among their ranks. 
 When I first came to the ICA convention in 1989, I had 
just finished my master’s degree at UNI. One of  my profes-
sors, Mary Bozik said it was a great place to meet  & net-
work with other speech and theatre professionals from all 
levels across the state.  Her words were prophetic. Through 
my association with ICA, I came to know people like Jon 
Hall, Mary Gill, Melissa Beall and so many more of  you. 

• I continued to come to ICA convention because it 
was not only a place to grow as a professional edu-
cator, to find out the trends in curriculum , to learn 
about other areas of  communication beyond speech 
contest work in the high school but also to connect 
with good friends.   I remember long conversations 
with Kathy Oakland, Eric Upmeyer, Kent Davis, Fran 
Hedeman, Karen Tilton and David Wendt as we tried 
to encourage more high school teachers to come to 
this wonderful convention. 

We had been coming and…
• We knew the worth of  what this weekend brought to 

our classrooms and to our professional lives. 
• We knew the worth of  how this convention re-invig-

orated us to start a new year and to challenge our stu-
dents to new levels. 

• We knew the worth of  seeing friends that we 
had not seen for a year to catch up on their 
lives because Ica is not just an organization. 
In many ways ICA is a support group…

• a place to ask others what works and what doesn’t 
work in their classrooms, 

• a place to share ideas and projects, 
• a place to understand that every level of  education 

has unique challenges but that many of  those chal-
lenges are also the same, regardless of  the level.  

 This is why I returned to ICA, why I served on the Ex-
ecutive Board and served as Executive Secretary. It is an 
organization that I believe in, an organization that helped 
me to become a professional. 

 Along the way, I worked with past presidents such as 
Mary Gill, Melissa Beall, Marilyn Shaw Judy Vogel. I 
saw them step up to the challenges of  leading this orga-
nization , as well as the numerous individuals who have 
served on the executive board, and it was a pleasure to 
work with each of  them in my role as executive secretary.  
 I’d like to thank the people who have shaped me as a person: 

• past teachers like Jay Shelp from Sheldon High School, 
who encouraged me to grow as a speaker and perform-
er, who cast me in my first role as Dorothy in “The 
Wizard of  Oz”

• my parents, who encouraged me to be independent
• my students, who continue to inspire me through their 

creativity & talents
• my friends, especially Gail Callahan, one of  my best 

friends for the past 43 years, who has always been there 
for me

• my sons, Andrew & Aaron, who put up with countless 
hours of  rehearsal, stress-filled days of  preparations for 
conventions , contests and productions and who could 
always make me laugh, especially in speech & theatre at 
DHS, and 

• finally my husband, Bob, who supports me in whatever 
I choose to do, even when I was working on the ICA 
convention from Kansas. We married 7.5 years ago and 
it has been a delight to share in new adventures with 
him ever since.  He has become my very best friend and 
we are enjoying new adventures in life. Our next adven-
ture will be retirement, for real this time. 

 As I look back on my years in education, I realize that I 
grew from each challenge and from each student. Many of  
them still stay in touch. Last summer, on Facebook, some-
one posted , “ No one has ever said ‘I was inspired by a 
standardized test.’ ”And we need to remember that as we 
explore life’s adventures, it is our connections with people 
that make a difference.  Those connections hold an incredi-
ble amount of  energy and power. Bill Gates said at the end 
of  the twentieth century:  ““As we look ahead into the next 
century, the leaders will be those who empower others.” 
 And you are more vitally important than the leaders he re-
fers to because you are the people, as professional educators 
and professional communicators, you  are the ones whocre-
ate thoseleaders by teaching them the power of  persuasion, 
the art of  communication. 
 The knowledge you share creates the leaders of  tomor-
row, the people who will shape the world. 
 Therefore, be proud of  your profession and definitely,  
be proud to be members of  the Iowa Communication  
Association. 
 Thank you. 

Transcript of  speech delivered at 2013 ICA Conference

Susan Cantine-Maxson
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IWCC faculty promoted
 On Sept. 21, Iowa Western Community College (IWCC) 
honored faculty receiving promotions at its annual  
employee picnic.

  Kaci Richter was pro-
moted from Assistant Pro-
fessor to Associate Profes-
sor of  Radio Production.

  Jamie Stech was pro-
moted from Instructor 
to Assistant Professor  
of  Speech. 

Davis joins Iowa State University
 Kent Davis, ICA executive board  
member and newsletter co-editor, has 
joined the staff  of  Iowa State University as 
a communications specialist. 
 In his new role, Davis works alongside 
students as they produce communications 
that market the land-grant university’s 
growing residential community. 

Hancock Symposium endowed into perpetuity
 The Hancock Symposium at Westminster College was held on September 17-18, 2013 on campus in Fulton, Missouri, one 
of  the few colleges in the United States that holds such a symposium each year.  It was named after Westminster alum David 
Hancock (‘67) who, this year, pledged to endow the Symposium into perpetuity.

 The 2013 Symposium, which focused on “Global Sport,” 
had four plenary (keynote) speakers and 21 breakout ses-
sions. The notable list of  diverse speakers included:  human-
itarian and world philanthropist (and son of  the late Hall 
of  Fame baseball player), Roberto Clemente Jr.; President 
of  Spalding University, Dr. Tori Murden McClure, who was 
the first woman to row solo across the Atlantic; author and 
nationally acclaimed sports journalist, Dave Zirin; director 
of  mental training for the UCLA women’s basketball and U 
of  Oregon women’s golf  teams, sports psychologist Joshua 
Medcalf; former Dallas Cowboy and current University of  
Missouri sportscaster, Howard Richards; Vice President of  
Finance of  ESPN International,Mary Ellen Ladieu; former 
outfielder of  the 1964 World Series champion St. Louis  

Cardinals, Charlie James; 2008 Olympic silver medalist, shot putter Christian Cantwell; and Dr. Raymond Doswell, who is 
the Vice President of  Curatorial Services at the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Kansas City, MO.  Professor Keith 
Hardeman chaired the Symposium.
 In 2014, the ninth annual Hancock Symposium at Westminster is titled, “You Say You Want a Revolution: Global Arts and 
Youth Culture.”

Kaci Richter Jami Stech

Kent Davis

by Nichole Juranek

by Kent Davis

by Keith Hardeman

Roberto Clemente Jr. addresses the Westminster College Community.   
Photo by Dak Dillon. 

NSAC names awardees
  The National States Advisory Council (NSAC) honored 
individuals with ties to ICA at the NSAC business meeting 
during the National Communication Association (NCA) 
convention in Washington, DC. 
  Susan Cantine-Maxson was presented with the Ser-
vice to the State Award. Cantine-Maxson is a retired 
teacher and speech coach from Decorah High School, 
has a master’s degree in Communication and Theater Arts 
from the University of  Northern Iowa and serves as the 
executive director of  the Brown Grand Theater. She has 
served as executive secretary of  the Iowa Communication 
Association and received the state organization’s Citation 
Award in 2013.
 Rebecca A. DiVerniero, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of  Communication Studies at Dixie State University, was 
named Scholar of  the Year. DiVerniero received a Ph.D. 
from the University of  Nebraska at Lincoln and is hon-
ored for her scholarly work “A Turning Point Analysis of  
Stepchildren’s Communication with their Nonresidential 
Parents’ Family,” which appeared in volume 44 (Fall 2012) 
of  the Iowa Journal of  Communication.
by Elesha L. Ruminski, Ph.D., Second Vice Chair, National States Advisory Council 
submitted by Julie Simanski
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 The Interpreters Theatre at the University of  North-
ern Iowa presents its 2013-2014 season: Compos(t)ing  
Performance. 
 The season kicked off  with two solo performances by 
guest artists Brianne Waychoff  and Ben Powell. In Leftovers, 
Waychoff  stitches together gleaned remnants from diverse 
sources in a performance that blends personal narrative and 
borrowed texts. In Station to Station, Powell performs a col-
lage of  letters, maps, history, and music to explore the ques-
tions: “Where have I come from, where am I now, where 
am I going?” Both Leftovers and Station to Station were 
presented together on Sept. 26 and 27 at 7:30 p.m.
 Slammin’ at the Interp featured spoken word and slam 
poets from across Iowa. The show ran Oct. 24 at 7:30 p.m.
 The most talented students from various performance 
classes in the Department of  Communication Studies will 
take the stage for An Evening of  Text Messages. This  
celebration of  performance will be presented November 14 
at 7:30 p.m.
 Internationally-acclaimed solo performer Tim Miller will 
perform excerpts from his work and speak about the role 
performance plays in constellating identity. This perfor-
mance will take place December 9 at 7:30 p.m., in the Bertha 
Martin Theatre in the Strayer-Wood Theatre Building.
 On February 20 and 21 at 7:30 p.m., Performance Stud-
ies faculty and graduate students will take the stage for 
the first half  of  the Graduate Student and Faculty Perfor-
mance Hour. In the second half, featured graduate student  
Yaw Kyeremateng will premiere his one-person show about 
a true African who embarks on a journey to find his long 
lost “brothers.”
 Wasted—a world premiere ensemble e(co)-production 
conceived, written, and directed by Danielle Dick Mc-
Geough, Ph.D—will use playful costumes, Image Theatre, 
poetry, art, and dance to explore, criticize, and recuperate 
the habitual practices of  “throw-away culture” in everyday 
life. The show will run March 6, 7, and 8 at 7:30 p.m.
 In (Re)Orientation, SAVE (Students Against a Violent 
Environment) will examine our multiplicative responses to 
violence and explore the assumptions that underlie Sexual 
Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. Conceived, writ-
ten, and directed by Amandajean Nolte, MA and the stu-
dents of  SAVE, this world premiere production will be pre-
sented April 10 and 11 at 7:30 p.m.
 The season will conclude with the Performance Power 
Hour on April 17 at 7:30 p.m. This showcase will feature 
the best performances from the beginning and advanced 
performance classes. 
 The UNI Interpreters Theatre promotes the creation,  
direction, and performance of  scripts based on social and 
cultural issues, histories, and ethnographies, in addition 
to the traditional performance of  literature. A ninety-seat  
theatre located in Lang Hall 40, the UNI Interpreters  
Theatre offers free admission to all events.

UNI Interpreters Theatre announces 
2013-2014 season

 We can be the greatest advocates for our profession 
and for what we love to do by offering support for our  
profession and our programs. The Iowa Communication 
Association (ICA) is partnering with the Iowa Alliance for 
Arts Education to provide mentors for our new teachers. 
Please consider contacting Sarah Schaefer (sschaefer@
waukeeschools.org) if  you have a pre-service teacher or 
new communication/ theater teacher in your program or 
building. Identified new or future teachers are eligible for 
support to attend a professional conference and the new 
teacher symposium. They can also be paired with a men-
tor in the profession through email or on-site visits. Such 
connections can provide the support needed to help our 
new teachers become veteran teachers. 
 You can also support our profession by serving as a  
mentor to one of  our new teachers. Your experience might 
be just what these educators need. ICA offers a blend of   
secondary and post-secondary educators, which gives us a 
great opportunity to make powerful connections. 
 Finally, you can advocate for the passage of  the recently 
completed Iowa Fine Arts Curriculum. During the next  
session, legislators will have the chance to make it a part 
of  our state standards. Adoption would give our fine arts 
areas a stronger place in the lives of  young Iowans. Look 
for more information on this vote during the next legisla-
tive session. 
 Please contact Sarah Schaefer with questions or ideas. 

Here come the arts! 

 The Buena Vista University (BVU) Theatre Program 
offers three main-season shows annually. The shows for 
2013-14 include “As you Like It” in the fall, a Senior 
Showcase winter show, and an original work focused on 
the topic of  social justice in the spring. 
 • As You Like It, a well-known Shakespearean clas-
sic leads off  the season on November 6-9. Directed 
by  Dr. Michael Whitlatch with stage design by David 
Grant Walker, the show features one of  Shakespeare’s 
great romantic comedies where we find Rosalind fleeing 
into the forest of  Arden with her cousin and the court 
jester. Fleeing for safety, she eventually finds love in the 
idyllic forest. The play includes some of  Shakespeare’s 
supreme comic creations.
 • A Senior Showcase featuring Hannah Anderson  
directing “The Dumbwaiter” by Harold Pinter and  
Kadie Dennison directing “Trifles” by Susan Glaspell  
will produce on February 5-8, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in  
Anderson Auditorium.  
 • The spring production is not finalized entirely  
yet but will be an original work built around a social  
justice issues showing April 23-26, 2014 at 8:00 p.m. in 
Anderson Auditorium. 

BVU  Theatre Program announces  
2013-14 season by Mary Gill

by Sarah Schaefer
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Call for submissions on relational communication or any comunication-
related topic to the Iowa Journal of Communication (IJC) by Mary Gill

ICA Competitive Student Paper Award Process
 Nominate your student work for the competitive student 
paper award process. We seek both undergraduate and gradu-
ate student papers on any aspect of  communication for pre-
sentation at the annual ICA convention in September.Papers 
are submitted to a blind review process.
 The top paper receives the Westphal Student Paper Award 
at the fall conference which includes a monetary award and 
publication in the Iowa Journal of  Communication. 
 Submissions should include:

• An email from the student (or sponsoring faculty mem-
ber) articulating the course/occasion through which 
the paper was created, naming the professor oversee-
ing its development. 

• Declaration confirming that if  accepted for presenta-
tion the student will attend the conference and present 
the paper; the paper has not and will not be submitted 
to any other publication outlets pending ICA’s deci-
sion; and the paper is the sole work of  the student (or 

students) independently or through mentorship with a 
faculty member only (faculty members should not be 
co-authors).

• A Word document containing the manuscript without 
any author identifying information and a separate title 
page which includes the title, author(s) and author(s) 
contact information.

 Students need not be a member of  ICA, and if  it is their 
first ICA convention their convention registration will be 
waived. Recipients also receive a one-year membership to the 
Iowa Communication Association.
 Papers should be no longer than 25 pages in length, typed, 
double-spaced, and may be on any communication topic. 
Submission deadline is June 1, 2013.
Papers should be submitted electronically using the latest ver-
sion of  Word to: Mary Gill, Editor of  the Iowa Journal of  
Communication, at gill@bvu.edu. Feel free to submit pa-
pers from this fall’s work at any time.

by Mary Gill

 The Iowa Journal of  Communication (IJC) seeks manuscripts 
for a general issue (Number 2 of  Volume 45) open to any 
topic related to communication, and a special issue (Number 
1 of  Volume 45) open to any topic connected with relational 
communication for the journal. Deadline for either issue is 
March 20, 2014. 
 We accept manuscripts from any communication scholar 
and welcome interdisciplinary efforts. 
 One need not be a member of  the Iowa Communication 
Association (ICA) to submit manuscripts. Submissions from 
all geographic areas are encouraged. The IJC publishes the 
highest quality of  manuscripts on a variety of  communica-
tion topics. Manuscripts may be philosophical, theoretical, 
critical, applied, pedagogical, or empirical in nature. We will 
also publish reviews or reflective pieces of  concern to com-
munication scholars. The IJC follows a policy of  blind review 
so no author identification should appear in the body of  the 
manuscript. Manuscripts should not exceed 25 pages (exclud-
ing references and tables/appendixes) and should include a 
separate title page that includes author(s) name, academic 
position, institutional affiliation, a brief  bio, mailing address, 
phone number, and email address. Please also include a his-
tory of  the work (including a description of  any public pre-
sentation or publication of  any part of  the data set or por-
tions of  the manuscript and whether the manuscript is part 
of  a thesis or dissertation) when appropriate. An abstract of  

no more than 200 words should accompany the manuscript. 
All submissions must conform to the 6th edition of  APA. 
Please submit only electronic submissions in Microsoft Word.  
See the Iowa Communication Association website at  
www.iowacomm.org for more information. 
 For submissions/questions regarding the general commu-
nication issue, please contact:

Dr. Mary Gill 
Buena Vista University
IowaCommJournal@bvu.edu

 The Special Issue for 2014 is on: Relational Communica-
tion. Guest editor, David T. McMahan (Ph.D., University of  
Iowa, 2001), invites manuscripts encompassing any aspect of  
relational communication. Manuscripts focusing on any type 
of  social and personal relationship and using any theoretical 
and methodology foundation are welcomed. Those manu-
scripts focusing on understudied relationships, on understud-
ied relational phenomena, and on topics at the intersection of  
relationships, media, and technology are especially welcomed. 
 For submissions/questions regarding the special issue on 
Relational Communication, please contact:

Dr. David T. McMahan
Missouri Western State University
mcmahan@missouriwestern.edu
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 Borrowing a technique a colleague of  mine has used successfully, I risked assigning an integrative reader to my Fun-
damentals of  Communication course last spring. The Fundamentals course at BVU includes communication constructs 
from basic public speaking and interpersonal communication with a brief  overview of  group communication. As a way of  
integrating basic communication constructs (i.e., audience analysis or other-orientation, perception, self-identity, language, 
listening, nonverbal awareness, cultural understanding including male-femaleness, and reasoning), I assigned Deborah Tan-
nen’s book, That’s Not What I Meant: How Conversational Style Makes or Breaks Relationships.
 As a 100 level course, to assist students, I included reading questions to help them focus on key concepts. These ques-
tions largely privileged specific content from Tannen’s work and also asked a few questions linking Tannen’s work to prior 
class discussions of  content from a basic Fundamentals text. I split the reading of  Tannen’sbook roughly in half  among 
two, 75 minute class sessions. Thus, students read approximately 100 pages for each class session. After the two days of  
class discussion, students were asked to complete a major writing assignment I label as a “Conversational Analysis Paper.” 
The assignment explained for students in the syllabus states:
 Based on textbook reading as well as the Tannen book, you will write a thought paper focusing on conversational anal-
ysis. Tannen’s work offers an entertaining as well as informative linguistic approach to understanding the powerful role 
of  conversational signals and conversational style in relationships. Your paper should demonstrate a keen understanding 
of  Tannen’s work as it relates to what your textbook authors provide in their analysis of  relationships and communicative 
elements within relationships. Conversations add considerable richness to our lives and can also add or be a cause of  frus-
tration. Consider the following questions as you develop thoughts for your paper: 

• How are conversations among acquaintances, friends, best friends, romantic partners and family members similar and 
different?  How do gender differences (or differences between men and women) in communication styles and desires 
influence these conversations?

• Tannen offers perspectives that suggest we often don’t say what we mean. Why is this? Is it a matter of  we “don’t” 
say what we mean or that we “can’t” say what we mean? Where do we get the idea that we should monitor how we 
converse and what information we include or don’t include within a given conversation?

• After having read about interpersonal communication, intercultural communication, issues about language as well as 
nonverbal communication, issues related to the self, and conversational style, what are the top five tips you would offer 
to a friend to help ensure that his/her conversations are the most communicatively competent? Be sure to explain why 
the five you choose are most important.

• Your paper should be written as an essay (do not merely attempt to answer each of  the above questions). 
 Responses from students last spring were extremely favorable to the assignment. Several specifically mentioned how 
Tannen’s work served to draw the elements of  effective public speaking (i.e. constructs such as audience analysis, language 
and nonverbal choices for specific occasions and audiences, use of  reasoning or packaging of  communication specific to 
audiences, etc.) and elements of  communication competency in interpersonal settings together for them. For example, the 
illustrations offered by Tannen brought to life the intersections of  perceptions, awareness of  self, awareness of  others, as 
well as multiple, diverse, and competing needs of  individuals, among other constructs. One student in particular noted that 
instead of  just providing the terminology and the definitions of  key constructs, Tannen’s work more effectively revealed 
how “communication works in real settings.”
 In part, Tannen’s writing style as largely a story-telling style makes the content easily accessible to students. Also, in part, 
students can relate to the examples she uses of  communication challenges and how better competency could prevent or 
more successfully manage those challenges. I am using a similar version of  the same assignment during the fall semester 
and am hopeful it will be as well received as it was last spring.

Integrating communication principles in a fundamentals of  
communication course by Mary Gill

Do you have a classroom resource that would benefit your ICA colleagues? Be sure to submit your ideas  
to the spring newsletter! 
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1. (l-r) Susanne Gubanc, 
Marilyn Hunt, and Ann 
Minnick led a discussion 
on portfolios. 2. (l-r) Presi-
dent-elect Kim Powell, 
Past president Judy 
Vogel, and President 
Julie Simanski pose for 
a photo. 3. Central Col-
lege students share their 
service learning experi-
ences. 4. Yvonne Fielder 
(l) and Barb Schmidt (r) 
enjoy their ICA comra-
derie. 5. A number of 
local HR professionals 
shared their experi-
ence. 6. Bryan Kampbell 
was named one of 
two Outstanding New 
Teachers.  7.  Susan Can-
tine-Maxson receives 
the Citation Award from 
David Wendt. 8. Joshua 
Hamzehee of UNI/Hawk-
eye Community College 
was recognized as one 
of two Outstanding 
Adjunct Teachers.  
9. Jamie Stech was 
named one of two Out-
standing New Teachers. 
10. Audrey  Scranton (l) 
is recognized for her top 
student paper by Julie 
Simanski (r). 11. Judy Vo-
gel (l) and Dale Cyphert 
(r) enjoy conversation.  
12. Tanna White was  
recognized as one of 
two Outstanding Ad-
junct Teachers.
 
Congratulations to 
Gayle Pohl of UNI who 
won a free registra-
tion to next year’s 
conference and Sarah 
Schaefer of Waukee 
Middle School who won 
a free banquet at next 
year’s conference—and 
congratulations to all of 
our basket winners!

See you next fall!

Thanks to DMACC…from Julie Simanski
 I wanted to take the opportunity to thank all of my colleagues at DMACC. Putting on the conference is  
no small feat, but has become more manageable with the help of a lot of behind the scenes cooperation.  
My colleagues helped set up tables and signage throughout the conference center, purchased, prepared, 
and delivered food, set up and decorated the banquet tables, took pictures for the photo directory,  
created the gift baskets, acted as hosts during the social hour and reception, helped clean up afterwards, 
and did any other miscellaneous job that needed to be done. I am very appreciative of their helpful and 
encouraging natures!
 I especially wanted to thank my Dean, Jim Stick. Jim graciously covers the cost of the conference center, 
the laundering of tablecloths, the copying of programs, ballots, and minutes, and supports ICA by paying the 
expenses of full-time and adjunct faculty to attend the conference. He is a true ally of ICA. 


