
The landscape is changing. In politics. In education. In the academy.  
In our professions.

New rivers are forming, chasms are opening, the ground is shifting beneath 
our feet, and mountains are rising before our eyes. The value of  education is 
being challenged. Funding is being cut. Demands that we assess outcomes 
and provide proof  of  learning are on the rise. We are called upon to do more 
and more with less and less. Our professions are becoming more specialized, 
encouraging us to focus on our particular interests. Yet, the challenges we face 

require us to bridge the gaps that may exist among us. We must bridge the contexts in which we work; 
our interests, perspectives, and standpoints. We need to find new ways to connect with each other, to 
understand the challenges we face, and to support one another. We also need to find productive ways 
to connect with the public and articulate the value of  our work. 
 

The landscape is changing, so our needs are changing — our needs as professionals, as educators, as 
scholars, as colleagues. But the new landscape brings new opportunities as well. We have more powerful 
technological tools than ever before. These tools are transforming the way we do our work and can 
renew our connections to one another. They enhance our learning and professional development. 
They provide new ways to organize and communicate. 

So this year, ICA is undergoing a comprehensive strategic planning process. Over the next few months, 
we will explore the needs and expectations of  our current, past, and potential members. Through this 
process we will reinvigorate our organization, taking advantage of  the opportunities of  our shifting 
landscape, and renew its value for professional educators in the areas of  communication, speech, and 
theatre. 

Last year, ICA decided to embark on a strategic planning process in order examine and address the 
challenges we face, the needs of  the people we serve, and the opportunities for our membership. As 
President-Elect of  ICA, I chair the strategic planning committee. The strategic planning committee 
includes executive committee members Kendra Bergenske, Jennifer Hough, Gayle Pohl, and Eric 
Upmeyer, as well as at-large members Melissa Beall, Cindy Cochran, Mary Gill, and Bryan Kampbell. 
We will soon be reaching out to you to gather your opinions and ideas. Our goal is to raise some 
specific items for consideration by the membership during our 2018 conference. Watch for your 
opportunity to participate. We look forward to hearing from everyone.

It is in this context that the theme of  the 2018 ICA Conference emerged: Building Bridges. The 
conference will be held on September 21-22 at Des Moines Area Community College in Ankeny, 
IA. See elsewhere in this newsletter for calls for submissions and award nominations for this year’s 
conference. Additional details about the conference will be coming soon.

Finally, I wish to thank Keith Hardeman for his service in ICA’s leadership, which was cut short for 
personal reasons. We wish him the best. 
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Paul Siddens

Actor, playwright, director, producer, scene designer, technical director, professor, scholar, out-
standing teacher, department head, and advocate

…. Dr. Paul Siddens, the recipient of  the 2018 Iowa Communication Association’s Citation Award.

Dr. Siddens has always believed in the mission of  the Iowa Communication Association (ICA). He 
worked tirelessly as Member-at-Large, Business Journal Manager, Iowa Journal of  Communication 
reviewer, Vice-President and President of  ICA from 1992-2000 to change the format and program 
of  our state association to match that of  Central States Communication Association (CSCA) and 
National Communication Association (NCA). This format is still used today. 

While ICA President-Elect, Siddens worked with Steve Palmquist and graphic designer Osie Johson to formalize the  
association’s logo, which is still used today. Siddens also redesigned ICA’s program to look more consistent with Central 
States’. He also worked with Al Lernstrom and Dennis Doyle on the States advisory committees (i.e., Central States and 
National Communication Association) to communicate and emphasis common areas of  interest between the professional 
associations. This association led to increased communication between the state, regional and national associations. Dr. 
Siddens was elected to be the Vice Chair of  the Central States Advisory Committee, which is a NCA body that formed 
from these connections.
Dr. Paul Siddens is currently the Head of  Department of  Communication Studies at the University of  Northern Iowa 
(UNI) where he also acts as the technical director of  the Interpreters’ Theatre. As a faculty member in the area of  Inter-
preters’ Theatre studies, Dr. Siddens produces and directs the work of  colleagues and students. While at UNI he has writ-
ten approximately 6-8 plays, produced approximately 60-70 plays, and provided tech for 100’s. He does this because these 
plays give voice to his colleagues and students. He believes social justice in this world is essential. 
Giving voice is why Dr. Siddens is so dedicated to ICA. This organization gives voices and connections to K-12, commu-
nity colleges, colleges and universities here in Iowa. Siddens said, “I had really good mentors in graduate school. They were 
role models for being good human beings and they supported me personally.” He went on to say that it is a privilege for 
him to meet the K-12 and community college people and hear their stories and how they relate to their students. Siddens 
said this is why it is so very vital that ICA continue to exist. It is crucial to support K-12, community colleges and univer-
sities. It is the job of  all of  us here at ICA to advocate for them.
As we present the President Citation Award to Dr. Siddens, let us remember, this is not the first award he has received from 
ICA in 1994. Paul Siddens was the very first recipient of  ICA’s Outstanding New Teacher Award!
Dr. Paul Siddens is first and foremost a kind and giving man. He is an advocate for his students and colleagues. He is a 
scholar and professor. And now, he is the 2018 recipient of  the Iowa Communication Association’s highest award — the 
President Citation goes to Dr. Paul Siddens!

Would you like to get more involved in ICA? There are several opportunities for members to become more active in our 
organization. At the conference in September, ICA will choose its next President-Elect, which requires a six-year leadership 
commitment to ICA. There will also be an election for two at-large executive committee members; this is an excellent way 
to learn more about ICA and get more involved. If  you would like to learn more about these positions, check our website 
(www.iowacommunication.org) and/or contact a member of  the executive committee. If  you are interested in running 
for one of  these positions, contact this year’s nomination committee, Joy Daggs, Jennifer Hodges, and Eric Upmeyer. 

Siddens Named 2018 Citation Award Winner by Gayle Pohl

By Linda LaineCall for ICA Leadership Nominations
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54th Annual Conference: “Building Bridges”
September 21-22, 2018
Des Moines Area Community College, Ankeny, IA
We face significant challenges today in our educational institutions, as well as our local, national, and global communities. 
Differences in perspectives, experiences, values, and power have lead us to a place of  tightened boundaries and heightened 
conflict. Yet if  we are to help create positive and sustainable communities, we must find a way to bridge these differences 
so that we may find a path to understanding. Suggested topics of  inquiry:
• What bridges of  understanding are needed in our institutional, local, global, and national communities?
• How do we build bridges of  understanding across differences of  race, religion, political perspectives, and so on?
• How do we understand and bridge differences of  power?
• What role might/does/should our discipline play in helping to build bridges? 
• How do we prepare our students to build bridges in their personal, professional, and community lives? 
• How do we bridge to other disciplines in our teaching, research, and other work?
• What is our responsibility in this endeavor — as educators, scholars, practitioners, and community members?
• With whom do/should we partner in this work?

We invite proposals for individual papers, panels, and GIFTS. Find the online submission form at ICA’s new website,  
iowacommunication.org or send submissions to Linda Laine at lainel@central.edu. Deadline is June 1, 2018. 
Accommodations for the 2018 ICA Conference include blocked rooms the AmericInn Ankeny for $117.99 per night 
and the Hampton Inn Ankeny for $119 per night. Both include breakfast. Contact the hotels directly to make reservations 
and let them know you are with the Iowa Communication Association. Make your reservations before August 23, 2018, as 
the rooms will be released on that date. More details about the conference will be forthcoming. 

ICA Annual Conference: Call for Papers and Panels

ICA has recently launched its new website — www.iowacommunication.org. Though we are still building the site, we 
are excited to share our new web presence with everyone. If  you have not yet visited our new site, we hope you will soon!
Kendra Bergenske, At-Large Executive Committee member from Western Iowa Tech Community College, has invested 
many, many hours in creating the new site. Her generosity and hard work are deeply appreciated. 
We also thank the University of  Northern Iowa for hosting ICA’s website for so many years, as well as UNI Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Joyce Chen for her years of  service to ICA as our webmaster.
Along with the new website, you will see increased use of  social media. Follow us on social media (Facebook and Twitter) 
at Iowa Communication Association. Share news of  your programs and students, updates, and other content with your 
colleagues in ICA. 

The Iowa Alliance for Arts Education is very pleased to have worked with leaders across the state for the passage of  the 
Fine Arts Standards. These standards are based on the National Standards and include just a few changes. They can be 
found on the Iowa Department of  Education website. Also, IAAE sponsored Arts Advocacy Day at the Capitol after the 
start of  the session in an effort to share what is happening in arts education across the state. They are supporting continued 
funding for the IAAE Mentor program that partners new teachers and experienced educators. Matching funds were raised 
to continue the program through generous donations from across the state. 
Contact Sarah Schaefer at sschaefer@waukeeschools.org if  you know of  a pre-service teacher or a first or second year 
theater teacher that could benefit from this program.

Iowa Communication Association Launches New Website

IAAE Update

by Linda Laine

by Linda Laine

by Sarah Schaefer



ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award
DO YOU KNOW A NEW TEACHER IN SPEECH COMMUNICATION WHO IS DOING 
AN OUTSTANDING JOB? If  so, please consider nominating that person for the ICA Out-
standing New Teacher Award. Each year at the Awards Banquet during the annual conference in 
September, ICA recognizes a deserving faculty member who is in his or her first seven years of  
full-time teaching. Nominees do not need to be members of  ICA to have their names submitted 
for the award. Although ICA encourages the recipient to attend the conference and banquet, it is 
not mandatory that the recipient attend. The recipient will receive banquet tickets for him/herself  
and a guest compliments of  ICA. If  the recipient does attend the Award Ceremony, a brief  accep-
tance speech would be expected. Information about the award and nomination requirements may 
be found on the website: www.iowacommunication.org. Questions regarding the nomination 
process may be directed to Past-President Kim Powell at kimpowell@luther.edu. 

Criteria for the ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award:
1. The nominee must be in his or her first seven years of  full-time teaching.
2. The nominee may be teaching at any level, grade school through graduate school, in the state  

of  Iowa.
3. The nominee must have distinguished him/herself  as an outstanding classroom teacher.
4. The nominee does not need to be a member of  ICA.
5. Self-nominations are appropriate.

Materials to be electronically submitted for nomination: (Submissions must be created in 
Word, and all materials must be submitted in a single file.)

1. A letter of  nomination.
2. The nominee’s current academic résumé or vita.
3. A total of  three letters of  recommendation from students, supervisors, colleagues,  

or administrators that cite specific reasons why the nominee should be selected for  
this award.

4. Evidence of  teaching effectiveness as evidenced by course/instructor evaluations including 
comments and numerical ratings with an explanation of  rating scale norms. 

5. A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and co-curricular responsibilities.
6. An example of  a most effective teaching strategy, assignment, or lesson.
7. A current teaching philosophy.
8. Nomination materials should not exceed 30 pages.

Send nomination materials to Kim Powell at kimpowell@luther.edu by June 1, 2018.
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“The Iowa Com-
munication Association 
is a professional organi-
zation whose purpose is 
to unite those persons 
with an academic or 
professional interest in 
all disciplines of  Com-
munication and the 
Performing Arts at all 
educational and profes-
sional levels in Iowa for 
the promotion of  their 
mutual interests and the 
advancement of  their 
common field.”

by Kim Powell

Rachel Murdock, instructor of  speech communication at Des Moines Area Community College, has been named editor of  
the award-winning Iowa Journal of  Communication by ICA’s Executive Commitee. The board wishes to thank Murdock 
for her willingness to serve our association in this capacity.

Murdock is a former recipient of  ICA’s Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award, in fall 2015. 

Murdock Named Iowa Journal of Communication Editor by Kent Davis



IJC Earns State Award 
 
The Iowa Journal of  Communication has been recog-
nized with the Outstanding State Journal Award for 2017 
(Volume 49). The award was presented to former editor, 
David T. McMahan, at the 2018 Central States Communi-
cation Association Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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The Adjunct Teacher Award Committee is seeking nomina-
tions for the ICA Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award. Each 
year at the Awards Banquet during the annual conference in 
September, ICA recognizes a deserving faculty member who 
has been teaching as an adjunct for at least three years. While 
the award winner’s attendance to the 2018 ICA conference 
and banquet is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged.
The recipient will receive complimentary banquet tickets 
for him/herself  and a guest. If  the recipient does attend 
the Award Ceremony, a brief  acceptance speech would be  
expected. For more information about the award and 
nomination requirements, click on “Award Information”  
at the ICA website (www.iowacommunication.org) or 
contact president-elect Linda Laine at lainel@central.edu. 

Criteria for Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award:

1. Nominees must be currently teaching as an adjunct at 
any post-secondary school.

2. Nominees must have been teaching at least three years 
in an adjunct position.

3. Nominees must teach within the state of  Iowa.
4. Nominees are not required to be members of  ICA.
5. Nominees will be encouraged to attend the ICA con-

ference to accept the award if  selected.
6. Self-nomination is acceptable.
7. Materials to be electronically submitted for nomina-

tion (must be sent as a single PDF file):
A. A letter of  nomination.
B. The nominee’s current academic résumé or vita.
C. A total of  three letters of  recommendation from 

students, supervisors, colleagues, or administra-
tors that cite specific reasons why the nominee 
should be selected for this award. One letter must 
be from a supervisor/department chair.

D. Evidence of  teaching effectiveness as evidenced 
by course/instructor evaluations including com-
ments and numerical ratings with an explanation 
of  rating scale norms.

E. A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and 
co-curricular responsibilities.

F. Two examples of  most effective teaching strate-
gies, assignments, or lessons.

G. A current teaching philosophy.

NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED  
ELECTRONICALLY BY JUNE 1, 2018 TO:
 
Linda Laine 
Chair of  the Adjunct Teacher Award Committee
lainel@central.edu.

Call for Nominations: Outstanding 
Adjunct Teacher Award by Linda Laine

Westphal Student Paper Call
We seek both undergraduate and graduate student pa-
pers for presentation at the annual Iowa Communication 
Association (ICA) convention in September. Papers may 
cover any aspect of  communication andshould be no 
longer than 25 typed, double-spaced pages in length plus 
references.Papers accepted for presentation will be orga-
nized into thematic and/or top paper panels for confer-
ence presentation. The top paper receives the Westphal 
Student Paper Award which includes a monetary award 
and publication in the Iowa Journal of  Communication. 
The award is presented at the Friday evening banquet at 
the conference. Students need not be a member of  ICA, 
and their convention registration will be waived if  it is 
their first ICA convention. Recipients also receive a one-
year membership in the association.

Submissions should include:

• An email from the student (or sponsoring faculty 
member) articulating the course/occasion through 
which the paper was created, naming the professor 
overseeing its development and when the course  
was completed. 

• Declaration confirming that if  accepted for presen-
tation, the student will attend the conference and 
present the paper; the paper has not and will not be 
submitted to any other publication outlets pending 
ICA’s decision; and the paper is the sole work of  the 
student (or students) independently or through men-
torship with a faculty member only (faculty members 
should not be co-authors).

• A Word document containing the manuscript with-
out any author identifying information and a separate 
title page which includes the title, author(s) and au-
thor(s) contact information.

Submissions must be received by June 1, 2018 but are 
welcomed at any time prior to that date.

Submissions should be sent to:  
Rachel Murdock, rcmurdock@dmacc.edu

by Kent Davis


