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 What a thrill it was to host ICA’s 51st Conference in Decorah for the first time! 
Thanks to everyone who made the trip up and appreciated our small town—
from the downtown shops and Hotel Winneshiek, to the Vesterheim Museum, 
Beer Crawl and Coffee Shop Hop, and of  course many interesting panels. Ex-
ploring the Dynamics in our discipline at a variety of  levels was invigorating.
 The banquet is always a highlight of  the conference because we honor our 
colleagues. Judy Vogel of  DMACC was awarded ICA’s highest honor, the Cita-
tion Award, for her service to the organization. Read more about Judy’s contri-
butions in this newsletter. Katie Fulton of  ISU was recognized as Outstanding 
New Teacher, and Roxanne Heimann, UNI and Rachel Murdock, DMACC 

were named Outstanding Adjunct Teachers. In addition, Hannah Butler of  Luther College received the 
Westphal Top Student Paper Award.
 Thanks to Board members that finished their terms on the ICA Board, Executive Secretary Barb 
Schmidt of  DMACC, and at-large board members Ann Minnick of  Northwestern College and Yvonne 
Fielder of  DMACC. Welcome to new at-large board members Tammie Wiebers, North Central Missouri 
College and Kendra Bergenske, Western Iowa Technical Community College, and new Executive Secre-
tary Nicole Allaire, DMACC. Your service to the organization is greatly appreciated.
 President-elect Keith Hardeman from Westminster College is planning ICA’s 2016 Conference, which 
will be held at Central College in Pella, IA.The theme is Teamwork: Assessing, addressing, and diagnosing 
inter- and intra- organizational communication issues in academic institutions. More about the confer-
ence will be in the Spring Newsletter. We look forward to gathering again for the ICA Conference on 
September 16-17, 2016!
 Each year our conference brings together nearly 85 colleagues and friends from across the state. I feel 
fortunate to be a part of  ICA, which brims with a wonderful network of  passionate and inventive educa-
tors and scholars. Indeed, as ICA members, we have a lot to be proud of  during this harvest season.  
 

President’s Message

ICA President Kim Powell
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—Kim Powell

 Jim Stick, Dean of  Arts and Sciences, and Judy Vogel, Speech Professor, both at Des Moines Area 
Community College, were nominated for National States Advisory Council (NSAC) awards. 
 Dean Stick was nominated by ICA as Administrator of  the Year and was selected as the 2015 NSAC 
winner to be honored at NCA this fall. This award recognizes individuals that have been supportive of  
state communication associations and departments. Jim has been extremely generous to ICA when 
DMACC hosted the annual convention over the last five years. Not only did he allow us to have the fa-
cilities and banquet supplies at no cost, he has been very supportive of  the DMACC speech faculty’s 
involvement in the leadership roles of  ICA. 
 Judy Vogel was ICA’s selection for the NSAC Service to the State award. Over the last few years, ICA 
has forwarded our Citation award winner nomination to be considered. She was very worthy of  consid-
eration as she has added so much to ICA including the revision of  the ICA constitution, the ICA picture 
directory, the convention gift baskets, and her leadership in several roles. Although Judy was not selected 
by NSAC for this award, we are very grateful for her contributions to our organization over the years.

—Julie Simanski

Stick, Vogel Nominated for NSAC awards; Stick Named NSAC Winner
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Vogel Accepts Citation Award
 (Thank you! That was very nice. 
You certainly know how to make a 
girl feel good! And how many peo-
ple can say that their name is on an 
M&M!)
 Thank you, Barb and Julie, for 
those kind words. When Kim noti-
fied me that I would be the recipi-
ent of  the Citation award, one of  my 

first thoughts was that I wanted to ask Barb and Julie to 
present this award together because, for the last decade or 
so, we have been a team, and a pretty good team at that!  
Each of  us has strengths that we bring to the department, 
we complement each other well, but I don’t consider them 
just as colleagues; I consider them my friends. This moment 
would not be the same if  they were not her to share in it.
 I am grateful to the ICA Executive Committee for select-
ing me for the Citation Award. It means a great deal to me. 
I feel honored. When I look at the list of  those who have 
previously received the Citation Award, and think of  the 
contributions they made to ICA to make it the organization 
it is today, I feel that I pale in comparison. For any contribu-
tions that I may have made, I have a lot of  people to thank. 
I would like to thank all those who served on the Executive 
Committee with me, especially during my tenure as presi-
dent. I want to thank Yvonne Fielder and Sarah Schafer for 
taking on newly created roles on the Board. I want to thank 
Susan Cantine-Maxson, who was my Executive Secretary 
when I started planning conferences, for sharing her knowl-
edge of  ICA and for her sound advice. I want to thank all my 
DMACC colleagues and Dean for their encouragement and 
support. I also want to thank all of  you who proposed ses-
sions and presented at the two conferences which I planned. 
I have often said that an organization is only as good as its 
members, and I am continually amazed at the quality of  the 
people in this organization.
 Here I am!  You are looking at a blessed woman!  I have 
been blessed in my personal life to have had two loving par-
ents who taught me the values of  faith, family, hard work, 
commitment; I am blessed because I married my high school 
sweetheart, and somehow we have managed to make it last 
for 47 years (My children would say that I deserve a medal 
for that!); We have been blessed to raise four amazing and 
talented children of  whom we are very proud; and they have 
given us five precious grandchildren whom we adore. 
 I have also been blessed professionally. I have been  
able to work in a profession I love for 37 years. I have  
been privileged to teach at a Big 10 university; a small,  
private, catholic college; and a community college. At each 
of  those institutions, I’ve had opportunities to work with 

exceptional colleagues.
 I have also been blessed to have been a part of  this orga-
nization. From attending my first ICA conference, present-
ing in my first session, chairing my first panel, becoming a 
member of  the board, eventually serving as president, to 
tonight, this organization has given me a chance to grow 
professionally. I have learned so many teaching ideas for my 
classrooms at conferences; ICA has made me a better teach-
er. I have learned so much more about leadership; ICA has 
made me a better leader. I have learned the value of  devel-
oping relationships with some of  the most respected names 
in the discipline;  ICA has made me a better colleague. The 
purpose of  a teacher is to help students learn; and the pur-
pose of  ICA is to help us accomplish that goal.
 I wanted to be a teacher since I was a little girl. There was 
never another option in my mind. My mom was a teacher 
for 37 years. She had a special talent for being able to help 
students who had to struggle just a little harder in order to 
learn. As a little girl, I remember being with my mom when 
a young woman approached her. She told my mom how 
much she loved her as a teacher. Then she turned to me and 
said that my mom was the best teacher that she had ever 
had and that it was my mom who taught her to read and to 
do long division. I felt so proud of  my mom, and I could 
see the joy that those comments brought to her face. That is 
the moment when I decided that someday, I wanted to be a 
teacher, too.
 I’m sure you’ll agree with me that we don’t become teach-
ers because of  the big salary, the luxurious office, or the 
travel to exotic locations. We become teachers because we 
love our students, we love seeing them learn, and we love 
making a difference. Yes, there are those days when we be-
come frustrated, maybe even discouraged because we don’t 
see the results that we had hoped to see with some stu-
dents; but then there are those other days when everything 
just seems to click, the students are attentive and engaged, 
and yes, we can see those “lightbulbs” pop on in their eyes!  
What a rush!  It is a great feeling to know that what we do 
matters.
 At a time when most people didn’t finish high school, my 
mom not only finished high school, she had the courage to 
leave the family farm and go to the big university to get her 
“Golden” teaching degree. They called it “Golden” because 
back then, teachers were needed so badly that they were re-
quired to have only two-years of  college to be able to teach. 
Thirty years later, she decided to go back to college and to 
complete her bachelor’s degree; and she did just that!  But, 
at the age of  20, she started teaching in a one-room school 
house. Besides teaching all the subjects to all eight grades, 

Editor’s Note: At the request of  ICA members, a transcript of  Vogel’s accep-
tance speech delivered at the 2015 ICA Conference appears below.

Citation Awardee Judy Vogel

Continued on page 3. 
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IWCC Faculty Promoted
 In August, three ICA members from Iowa Western Com-
munity College were promoted to professor from associ-
ate professor. Please congratulate Elizabeth Duncan, Kaci 
Richter, and Jamie Stech on their recent promotions!

Kaci Richter Jami Stech

by Nichole Juranek

she also had to sweep the floors, shovel the snow, start the 
fire in the stove, care for sick or injured students, and disci-
pline students. She did everything….all for $30 a month!  
 My mom lived until she was 83. At her visitation, two 
older gentlemen walked in. It wasn’t easy for either of  
them to be there; one had a walker, and the other had a 
cane, but each one had a big smile on his face. When they 
came up to my sister and me, one of  them said, “We know 
that you don’t know who we are. We were your mother’s 
eighth grade boys the first year  she started teaching in that 
one-room school. When we heard that Miss Bokholdt had 
passed away, we just needed to come and pay our respects.”  
They came to pay their respects. After six and a half  de-
cades, they came to pay their respects. That took my breath 
away!  They told us stories about our mom. They said that 
my mom was very pretty and that they both had had a crush 
on her. They said that they would intentionally misbehave 
just to get her attention. Their punishment was to sit in the 
cloak room!  I enjoyed listening to their stories and see-
ing my mom through the eyes of  her former students, but 
what meant the most to me was that they came…after all 
those years, they came. Many other students came as well 
spanning her entire teaching career. I think it is safe to say 
that she had made a difference in their lives.
 Yes, I feel blessed, and I hope that all of  you do, too. We 
were all called into an honorable profession, and what we 
do matters. 
 In my Interpersonal Communication class, I have my 
students find a commercial and then conduct a discussion 
in class on the interpersonal concepts found in that com-
mercial (a teaching idea I learned from Kim at one of  my 
first ICA conferences.)  A couple years ago, a group of  stu-
dents found a commercial that they thought I would like, 
and they were right. It was a Hallmark commercial. (and 
yes, my girls will attest to the fact that I have been known 
to cry at Hallmark commercials, but this was a really good 
one!) Maybe you remember it. The commercial begins by 
showing a retiring professor packing up his office. A young 
woman appears in his doorway and identifies herself  as a 
former student. He gruffly says that she is correct and then 
goes on to make some random conversation about Bonsai 
trees and the fact that his parents wanted him to be a doc-
tor. It is obvious on her face that she is disappointed her 
old teacher doesn’t seem to remember her. Then, out of  
nowhere, he suddenly comes up with the title of  a paper 
she had written for him. Pleased that he remembers her, 
she goes to hand him a card for his retirement. He says that 
he can’t find his glasses, so he asks her to read it for him. 
She does:
 “Who in their life hasn’t planted a seed just hoping that 
somehow something would grow?  You may not remember 

Elizabeth Duncan

DMACC Hosts Speech Contest
 DMACC students recently competed in the annual in-
formative speech contest held on the DMACC Ankeny 
Campus. Andrew Meyer of  Ames won the contest with 
his speech on tying knots and received a $100 gift cer-
tificate from the DMACC Foundation. Other winners 
included Jessica Li of  West Des Moines in second place, 
Shain Watson of  Van Meter in third, Aisha Dean of  Des 
Moines fourth, Kaz Walsh of  Ankeny in fifth, Emily Ras-
mussen of  Des Moines in sixth, Arwa Abdulal of  Ankeny 
in seventh and Sashia Sitroneto of  Ankeny in eighth. The 
second place finisher received a $50 gift certificate, third 
place received $30, and fouth through eighth place each 
received a $20 gift certificate. 
 Speech Honors and Communicate! Club, DMACC’s 
speech communication club, provide refreshments for 
the finals.

Republished from an article appearing in the Nov. 12, 2015 DMACC Bulletin.  
Additional information provided by Julie Simanski and Judy Vogel. 

all the things that you have done, but everywhere around 
you, seeds are growing and people are blooming. I know; 
I’m one of  them.”  As she leaves, he asks her what she has 
become: a lawyer, a computer guru?  Her response: “I’m a 
teacher.”
 You have given so much to me, and you have given so 
much to your students, so I would like to say the follow-
ing to each of  you in my voice and in the voice of  all your 
students: “You may not remember all the things that you 
have done, but everywhere around you, seeds are growing 
and people are blooming. I know; I’m one of  them.”
 Thank you for making a difference in my life, and  
thank you for this honor. I think my mom would be proud. 
Thank you!

Continued from page 2. 
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 The Adjunct Teacher Award Committee is seeking nomi-
nations for the ICA Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award. 
Each year at the Awards Banquet during the annual con-
ference in September, ICA recognizes a deserving faculty 
member who has been teaching as an adjunct for at least 
three years. While the award winner’s attendance to the 
2015 ICA conference and banquet is not mandatory, it is 
strongly encouraged. The recipient will receive complimen-
tary banquet tickets for him/herself  and a guest. If  the  
recipient does attend the Award Ceremony, a brief  accep-
tance speech would be expected. For more information 
about the award and nomination requirements, click on  
“Award Information” at www.iowacomm.org or contact 
Iowa Communication Association President-elect Keith 
Hardeman at keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu. 
Last year’s winner was Catherine A. Goodman of  Loras 
College. 

Criteria for Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award:

• Nominees must be currently teaching as an adjunct at any 
post-secondary school.
• Nominees must have been teaching at least three years in 
an adjunct position.
• Nominees must teach within the state of  Iowa.
• Nominees are not required to be members of  ICA.
• Nominees will be encouraged to attend the ICA confer-
ence to accept the award if  selected.
• Self-nomination is acceptable.
• Materials to be electronically submitted for nomination (a 
single PDF file is preferred!):

• A letter of  nomination.
• The nominee’s current academic résumé or vita.
• A total of  three letters of  recommendation from stu-
dents, supervisors, colleagues, or administrators that cite 
specific reasons why the nominee should be selected for 
this award. One letter must be from a supervisor/depart-
ment chair.
• Evidence of  teaching effectiveness as evidenced by 
course/instructor evaluations including comments and 
numerical ratings with an explanation of  rating scale 
norms.
• A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and co-cur-
ricular responsibilities.
• Two examples of  most effective teaching strategies, as-
signments, or lessons.
• A current teaching philosophy.

NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED 
ELECTRONICALLY BY JUNE 1, 2015 TO:
Keith Hardeman, Chair of  the Adjunct Teacher  
Award Committee
keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu

Nominations Open for Outstanding 
Adjunct Teacher Award

DMACC Begins Workshop Program
 The Des Moines Area Community College Speech 
Center has started offering workshops in speech-related 
topics. This is the first semester that the workshops have 
been offered. The topics for this semester are  Special 
Occasion Speeches, Incorporating Poetry Into Speeches, 
and Impromptu Speaking. Additional workshops will be 
offered spring semester. Judy Vogel, DMACC Speech 
Communication Professor and Speech Center Coordina-
tor, is creating and presenting the workshops.

 The joint Statewide Teaching and Learning and ICCOC 
Conference will be held on the campus of  Western Iowa 
Tech in Sioux City on March 21-22. Information about 
the conference and submission of  proposals can be found 
at www.witcc.edu/Conference2016. 
 Please consider attending and submitting proposals for 
session topics. For more information, contact:

Kendra Bergenske
Associate Division Chair
Communication Studies & Humanities
Western Iowa Tech Community College
712-274-8733 x 3212,  Office L323

Sioux City’s Western Iowa Tech  
to Host Joint Conference in March

 The organizing committee of  G. Jon Hall Online GIFT 
(Great Ideas in Teaching) Forum in the Carl Couch Cen-
ter for Social and Internet Research (www.cccsir.com) 
is seeking nominations for Outstanding Teaching in 
Technological Innovations Award.
 G. Jon Hall Online GIFT Forum has brought in-
novative instructors to the annual conference of  Iowa 
Communication Association (ICA) for presentations 
since 2004. Beginning in 2015, the Forum recognizes 
outstanding instructors who have made contributions in 
teaching using online technologies. To be an innovative 
instructor, one has to devote time, energy and resources 
to the endeavor. G. Jon Hall Online GIFT Forum rec-
ognizes the time, energy and resources devoted by these 
outstanding instructors to enhance our understanding 
of  online teaching. The award will be presented in the 
annual ICA Conference.
 Please self  nominate or nominate instructors who 
have accomplished substantially in teaching using online 
technologies. Please send nominations and inquiries to 
Shing-Ling Sarina Chen at sarina.chen@uni.edu.
 Carl Couch Center for Social and Internet Research 
(www.cccsir.com) is an international organization, de-
voted to research and teaching of  information technolo-
gies, since 2000.

Outstanding Teaching Award Call

by Judy Vogel

by Sarina Chen
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Outstanding Teaching Award Call

Iowa Journal of Communication (IJC) Call for Manuscripts: Vol. 48 (2016)

Westphal Student Paper Competition Call: ICA 2016 Convention
 We seek both undergraduate and graduate student papers 
for presentation at the annual Iowa Communication Associa-
tion (ICA) convention in September.Papers may cover any 
aspect of  communication andshould be no longer than 25 
typed, double-spaced pages in length plus references.Papers 
accepted for presentation will be organized into thematic 
and/or top paper panels for conference presentation. The 
top paper receivesthe Westphal Student Paper Award which 
includes a monetary award and publication in the Iowa Jour-
nal of  Communication. The award is presented at the Fri-
day eveningbanquet at the conference.Students need not be 
a member of  ICA, and their convention registration will be 
waivedif  it is their first ICA convention. Recipients also re-
ceive a one-year membership in the association.
 Submissions should include:

• An email from the student (or sponsoring faculty mem-
ber) articulating the course/occasion through which the 
paper was created, naming the professor overseeing its de-
velopment and when the course was completed. 

• Declaration confirming that if  accepted for presentation 
the student will attend the conference and present the pa-
per; the paper has not and will not be submitted to any 
other publication outlets pending ICA’s decision; and the 
paper is the sole work of  the student (or students) indepen-
dently or through mentorship with a faculty member only 
(faculty members should not be co-authors).
• A Word document containing the manuscript without 
any author identifying information and a separate title page 
which includes the title, author(s) and author(s) contact in-
formation.

 Submissions must be received by June 1, 2016 but are wel-
comed at any time prior to that date.

Submissions should be sent to David T. McMahan, editor of  
the Iowa Journal of  Communication:  
mcmahan@missouriwestern.edu.

by David T. McMahan

 The Iowa Journal of  Communication, an award winning 
state journal, publishes the highest quality scholarship on a 
variety of  communication topics. Manuscripts may be philo-
sophical, theoretical, critical, applied, pedagogical, or empiri-
cal in nature. We also publish reviews and reflective pieces 
of  concern to communication scholars. Submissions from 
all geographic areas are encouraged, and one need not be a 
member of  the Iowa Communication Association to submit 
a piece. 
 The Iowa Journal of  Communication is seeking manu-
scripts for a general issue (Number 2 of  Volume 48) open 
to any topic related to communication and a special issue 
(Number 1 of  Volume 48) open to any topic encompassing 
Internet Communication. 
 Deadline for either issue is March 20, 2016. 
 Research manuscripts should not exceed 25 pages (exclud-
ing references and tables/appendixes) and should include a 
separate title page that includes author(s) name, academic 
position, institutional affiliation, mailing address, phone 
number, and email address. A history of  the work (includ-
ing a description of  any public presentation or publication 
of  any part of  the data set or portions of  the manuscript 
and whether the manuscript is part of  a thesis or disserta-
tion) should also be provided. Manuscripts should include 
an abstract not to exceed 200 words. All submissions must 
conform to the 6th edition of  the Publication Manual of  the 
American Psychological Association. The journal adheres to 

a double-blind review process where the identities of  both 
the reviewers and the authors are hidden from each other. 
Accordingly, any information revealing author identity should 
be removed from the piece for review. All manuscripts sub-
mitted for consideration should be original, unpublished, and 
not under consideration by other publication outlets.Only 
electronic submissions in Microsoft Word will be accepted.  
 Special Issue Information: Manuscripts encompassing In-
ternet Communicationare invited for the special issue. Top-
ics for these manuscripts can include any political, economic, 
cognitive, cultural, and relationalaspects of  Internet Commu-
nication. Possible topic areas include the Internet and politics, 
the Internet and traditional media systems, the Internet and 
education, the Internet and religion,the Internet and health-
care, the Internet and employment, social networking sites, 
online dating sites,online marketing, gaming, cybersecurity, as 
well as issues related to online privacy, online deception, and 
online identity construction.  Essentially, any topic related to 
Internet Communication, broadly defined, is welcomed for 
this major special issue.

Queries and manuscript submissions for the 2016 journal 
should be addressed to the editor:
David T. McMahan
mcmahan@missouriwestern.edu

by David T. McMahan
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Fall Conference Highlights
1. Julie Simanski (l) rec-
ognizes Barb Schmidt (r) 
for her tenure as execu-
tive secretary. 2-5. This 
year’s conference once 
again provided ample 
opportunity for collabo-
ration and connection 
with colleagues. 6. Julie 
Simanski addresses at-
tendees with the many 
gift baskets in the back-
ground. 7. Judy Vogel 
was recognized as this 
year’s Citation Award 
Recipient. 8. Keith 
Hardeman recognizes 
this year’s outstanding 
adjuncts. 9. David T. Mc-
Mahan presents Hannah 
Butler with a certificate 
recognizing her as the 
Westphal Top Student 
Paper Award recipient.

On page 7: Honor your students with 
the Recognition of  Achievement in 
Speech Communication! Print out the 
certificate or create your own. Award 
requirements can be found at www.
iowacomm.org. 

 Katie Fulton of  Iowa State University was selected for the ICA New Teacher Award. Katie finished coursework in Speech Com-
munication for both her B.A. and M.A. at Iowa State. Her current role is Assistant Course Director for SPC 212. Her nominees 
praised Katie’s ability to use Blackboard, her professionalism, and her organization.
 Ms. Fulton was unable to accept her award at this year’s convention, but had these words to say. 
 “My first teaching assignment as a graduate teaching assistant at Iowa State was teaching Speech 212 under Dr. Amy Slagell. My 
passion for teaching stems from the root of  my deep passion for learning, and it was in college classrooms where my love of  knowl-
edge grew into a love of  teaching others. Empowering my students to be confident communicators is a privilege and a joy because 
the experiences I have had as a student in college classrooms have been the most empowering moments of  my life so far. For that, 
I owe special thanks to Sharran Slinkard and Randy Jedele of  Des Moines Area Community College and Gloria Betcher, Fern Kup-
fer, Dr. Michael Mendelson, and Kathy Hickok of  Iowa State University. Finally, I owe a special thank you to Dr. Amy Slagell, who 
was my first and greatest mentor in teaching, and continues to be source of  support for which I am very grateful. I hope that I will 
continue to pass on the tradition of  excellence in teaching that learned from these amazing educators.” 
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