
The strength of  an organization is in its members, which makes ICA very 
fortunate. ICA is a unique organization in bringing together educators 
from K-12, to community colleges, colleges and universities to share ideas 
and collaborate. At the 2014 conference plenary session there was a call to 
have more intentional conversations at ICA between educators at all levels 
to share how we can best prepare and be prepared for today’s students, as 
well as offering an opportunity for K-12 teachers to connect and consider 
changes in communication instruction and requirements. My hope is that 
the 2015 conference will be a place for these conversations to occur. The 

conference program depends largely on the ideas and panel proposals from members, so please 
submit the type of  panels you want to be involved with and reach out to those outside of  ICA 
to join you. 
The 2015 conference theme is Dynamics, defined as the forces or properties that stimulate growth, 
development, or change within a system or process. This 2015 ICA conference theme challenges 
members to think about how we can stimulate growth and more dynamic learning in a changing 
environment as our students develop and grow as citizens of  the world. There are many possibili-
ties for exploring this theme including, but not limited to:

• How can we use new media, interactive technologies, and collaborative teaching and research 
opportunities to enhance the learning environment?

• How can we engage possibilities with each other and other universities/colleges/high schools 
to increase the cultural experiences of  students?

• How can we use Twitter, Snapchat and other instant messaging in the classroom to meet stu-
dents where they are to engage?

• How is K-12 and higher education changing due to economic and societal factors? Do we 
change too or fight the change?

The full call for panels will be on ICA’s website, www.iowacomm.org, soon with a link  
enabling electronic submission for the first time. Individual papers can be submitted electronically  

to kimpowell@luther.edu for competitive paper presen-
tation consideration. As we continue living in a changing 
world and society, the 2015 ICA conference is an oppor-
tunity for communication educators to come together and 
explore “dynamism” in a variety of  contexts that impact 
our teaching, learning and research.
The 2015 ICA conference will be held September 18 & 19 
at the historic Hotel Winneshiek (www.hotelwinn.com) 
in Decorah, Iowa. There are a limited number of  rooms 
available at the Hotel so make reservations early using ICA 
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President’s Message (cont.) 
as the room block code ($139 per room, breakfast available for $8 at the hotel restaurant, 563-382-4164). Additional  
rooms will be available at Country Inn & Suites (563-382-9646), Quality Inn & Suites (563-382-2269), and Super 8  
(563-382-8771) ($104 per night plus breakfast for each hotel, more for a whirlpool suite), each only a couple of  miles from 
the Hotel Winneshiek. The block of  rooms at each hotel for Sept. 17 & 18 will be held until August 15 on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

In addition to engaging panels, the conference will feature a Decorah Pub Crawl after the Friday banquet, a Decorah Cof-
fee Shop Hop on Saturday morning, and excursions to famous Decorah establishments such as the Vesterheim Museum, 
the national Norwegian American Museum, named one of  the best 15 small town museums in the U.S., and the famous 
Decorah Eagle’s nest and Trout Hatchery. More information will be available when the registration form is released in late 
May. Mark your calendars today to join us in Decorah in the Fall!

Meet Your Fellow ICA Member

by Nicole Juranek

Shelli Inness is in her second year of  
teaching at Iowa Western Community 
College and is a new ICA member. She 
teaches public speaking and interper-
sonal communication, both face-to-
face and online. When asked to de-
scribe her teaching style, she would say 
student centered. One of  her students 
described her class as “fun because 
you just don’t know what is going to 
happen when you walk into class.” She 

likes to teach communication classes because she gets to 
really know the students and she loves so many forms of  
communication. Her interests and hobbies include social 
media, punk and folk music, concerts, playing the guitar, and 
stand-up comedy.

ICA members Jamie Stech and Kaci Richter have spent this academic year (2014-2015) as teaching consultants for Iowa 
Western Community College, in addition to their classroom duties. As Teaching Consultants, the commitment to faculty is 
to assist in enriching and enhancing teaching. They are not experts, but they can offer a different perspective when examin-
ing teaching and other duties. They are faculty helping faculty, peer assisting peer. As teaching consultants, they assist the 
faculty with the following:  

• Review syllabi, tests, activities, PowerPoints, online course management, assignments, etc.
• Observe/film one’s teaching and discuss observations
• Survey faculty’s students and discuss responses
• Assist with application of  technology in the classroom
• Review one’s Quality Faculty Plan or promotion portfolio and give feedback
• Anything faculty need to enhance their teaching and increase student engagement and success in classes. 

by Nicole JuranekStech, Richter Serve As Teaching Consultants

Shelli Inness

As a teaching consultant, Jamie is in-
terested in assisting instructors in im-
proving online class effectiveness. She 
would like to work with instructors to 
create engaged, interesting and appli-
cable online classes through the use of  
effective organization, videos, discus-
sions, rubrics and assignments.

As a teaching consultant, Kaci focuses 
on helping Career and Technical fac-
ulty with curriculum planning, engage-
ment, and retention. Her strengths are 
in cohort building and creating unique 
ways to deliver content.

Loras Wins National Championship, 
Neuhaus Named Coach of Year
The Loras College Mediation Team won the national cham-
pionship in advocacy in November in Gainesville, GA.  Lo-
ras was the only undergraduate team invited to compete 
at internationals in London in late February. The other 59 
teams were law schools from five continents. 
 
Mary Lynn Neuhaus was named Coach of  the Year by the 
International Academy of  Dispute Resolution. In addition 
to teaching, Mary Lynn is an attorney who specializes in 
mediation. She will be taking the early retirement package at 
the end of  this term to return to the practice of  law after 25 
years of  teaching at Loras.

by Mary Lynn Neuhaus
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Judy Vogel

Jamie Stech, ICA member, earned her PhD in Education 
at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln. Her dissertation fo-
cused on the satisfaction of  community college faculty.

Stech has been a faculty member at Iowa Western Com-
munity College since 2009. She is an associate professor 
of  Communication Arts with a passion for helping stu-
dents overcome their fear of  public speaking. She ob-
tained a Bachelor of  Arts at Wayne State College and a 
Masters of  Arts at the University of  South Dakota. Con-
grats, Dr. Stech!

Iowa Journal of Communication  
to Receive CSCA Award
For the 3rd year in a row, the Iowa Journal of  Communication 
(IJC) will receive the CSCA States Advisory Award for Out-
standing Manuscript at the Central States Communication 
Association Annual Conference in April. The manuscript, 
“Barriers Impeding Social Support:  The Experiences of  
Young Adults with Bipolar Disorder” by Eileen F. Doherty 
and Erina L. MacGeorge appeared in the 2014 special issue 
on relational communication. 

by Mary Gill

Defying Gravity: Are Glee’s Fat-Bottomed Girls Helping Us Rise 
Above Fat Stereotypes?, a chapter by Natalia Cherjovsky, 
was published in an edited collection called Glee and New 
Directions for Social Change, published by Sense Publishers 
earlier this year.

Cherjovsky Chapter Published

by Natalia Cherjovsky

Stech Earns PhD in Education

ICA member and newsletter co-editor Kent Davis was 
recognized as a Superior-Rated judge by the Iowa High 
School Speech Association (IHSSA) for the 2014 contest 
season. Davis has judged for the IHSSA since the 1995 
contest season. 

Davis Named Superior IHSSA Judge

by Kent Davis

by Nicole Juranek

Every year a highlight of  the ICA Conference Banquet is awarding the Citation Award to a member 
of  ICA who has exhibited extraordinary service to the organization. This year ICA is honored to 
recognize Judy Vogel of  Des Moines Area Community College.

Judy has served as a member-at-large twice, president-elect, president, and past president on the 
ICA Board. As president, she exhibited strong leadership by bringing the Iowa Journal of  Com-
munication online, working with IAAE to implement a mentoring program for new speech teachers 
in Iowa, creating two positions (Communication Officer and IAAE/ICA Mentoring Chair) on the 
ICA Executive Committee, instituting the ICA pin, updating the by-laws, creating a member photo 
directory, securing event insurance, increasing the number of  sessions at the ICA conferences, in-

creasing membership and attendance at the annual conference, and instituting and championing the ICA Recognition of  
Student Achievement Award. In addition, Judy headed the effort to take the ICA conference to DMACC where ICA met 
for five years and enjoyed the support and hospitality of  the college.

Judy has also presented regularly at ICA and CSCA and has served as the Chair of  the Community College Interest Group 
of  CSCA. At DMACC, Judy has contributed to the communication program by creating a handbook for new speech 
faculty and speech adjuncts, researching and implementing a speech center for students to get help with their speeches, 
adding “Soap Box” speeches to Constitution Day, serving as Sigma Chi Eta & ICA Recognition Award coordinator, act-
ing as advisor for Communicate! Club, and co-conducting speech contests, in addition to establishing great rapport with  
her students. 

Judy earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Speech Communication Education from Purdue University. She taught 
at Purdue for five years, earning recognition from the University for her teaching of  undergraduate courses. She taught at 
Mount Saint Clare College in Clinton, Iowa, for 16 years where she was presented with the Dedication Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution of  Self  and Time to the College. She began teaching at DMACC in 1999 and has been recognized with 
the DMACC Foundation’s Distinguished Service Award for authoring the Diversity Commission’s charter and chairing the 
committee that developed the college’s diversity requirement. Judy has also been the recipient of  the DMACC Foundation 
Tapestry Award which recognizes her commitment to the valuing of  diversity and the Outstanding Student Organization 
Advisor Award for Campus Fellowship Club.

When Judy retires in 2015, she will have left a legacy of  service and contributions to ICA and DMACC. As such, ICA will 
celebrate Judy’s achievements at the ICA banquet in September by awarding her our highest honor.

Judy Vogel 2015 Citation Award Winner by Kim Powell



ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award
DO YOU KNOW A NEW TEACHER IN SPEECH COMMUNICATION WHO IS DOING 
AN OUTSTANDING JOB? If  so, please consider nominating that person for the ICA Out-
standing New Teacher Award. Each year at the Awards Banquet during the annual conference in 
September, ICA recognizes a deserving faculty member who is in his or her first seven years of  
full-time teaching. Nominees do not need to be members of  ICA to have their names submitted 
for the award. Although ICA encourages the recipient to attend the conference and banquet, it is 
not mandatory that the recipient attend. The recipient will receive banquet tickets for him/herself  
and a guest compliments of  ICA. The recipient would be expected to present a 2-3 minute ac-
ceptance speech. Information about the award and nomination requirements may be found on 
the website: www.iowacomm.org. Questions regarding the nomination process may be directed 
to Past-President Julie Simanski at jasimanski@dmacc.edu. 

Criteria for the ICA Outstanding New Teacher Award:
1. The nominee must be in his or her first seven years of  full-time teaching in speech com-

munication.
2. The nominee may be teaching at any level, grade school through graduate school, in the state  

of  Iowa.
3. The nominee must have distinguished him/herself  as an outstanding classroom teacher.
4. The nominee does not need to be a member of  ICA.
5. Self-nominations are appropriate.

Materials to be electronically submitted for nomination: (Submissions must be created as 
a PDF file and all materials must be submitted in a single file.)

A letter of  nomination.
The nominee’s current academic vita.
A total of  three letters of  recommendation from students, supervisors, colleagues,  
or administrators that cite specific reasons why the nominee should be selected for  
this award.
Evidence of  teaching effectiveness as evidenced by course/instructor evaluations including 
comments and numerical ratings with an explanation of  rating scale norms. 
A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and co-curricular responsibilities.
Two examples of  effective teaching strategies, assignments, or lessons.
A current teaching philosophy.
Nomination materials should be limited to approximately 30 pages.

The deadline for nominations is June 1, 2015. Send nomination materials to Julie Simanski, 
jasimanski@dmacc.edu.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
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“The Iowa Com-
munication Association 
is a professional organi-
zation whose purpose is 
to unite those persons 
with an academic or 
professional interest in 
all disciplines of  Com-
munication and the 
Performing Arts at all 
educational and profes-
sional levels in Iowa for 
the promotion of  their 
mutual interests and the 
advancement of  their 
common field.”

Mary Gill, Buena Vista University, was awarded the Recognition Award at the November 6-7, 2014 Way Up Conference for 
women in higher education leadership in Iowa. The Recognition Award is an award given annually to recognize “a person 
who has made significant contributions, which have been sustained over time, toward the development and advancement 
of  women in higher education.” The mission of  the Way Up Conference is “Developing Women Leaders to Enhance Iowa 
Higher Education.” The organization is managed by a group of  volunteers from a number of  higher education institutions 
across the state that offer an annual conference for higher education administrators, those aspiring to a higher education 
administrative position, and those in higher education leadership positions. Annually the conference attracts 140 to 160 
leaders or aspiring leaders in Iowa higher education. For more information see the website at www.wayup-iowa.org.

Gill Receives Recognition Award by Mary Gill



Call for Article Submissions for 
Iowa Journal of Communication
 
The Iowa Journal of  Communication, an award winning 
state journal, publishes the highest quality scholarship 
on a variety of  communication topics. Manuscripts may 
be philosophical, theoretical, critical, applied, pedagogi-
cal, or empirical in nature. We also publish reviews and 
reflective pieces of  concern to communication scholars. 
Submissions from all geographic areas are encouraged, 
and one need not be a member of  the Iowa Communica-
tion Association to submit a piece. 

Research manuscripts should not exceed 25 pages (ex-
cluding references and tables/appendixes) and should 
include a separate title page that includes author(s) name, 
academic position, institutional affiliation, a brief  biogra-
phy, mailing address, phone number, and email address. 
A history of  the work (including a description of  any 
public presentation or publication of  any part of  the data 
set or portions of  the manuscript and whether the manu-
script is part of  a thesis or dissertation) should also be 
provided. Manuscripts should include an abstract not to 
exceed 200 words. All submissions must conform to the 
6th edition of  the Publication Manual of  the American 
Psychological Association. The journal adheres to a dou-
ble-blind review process where the identities of  both the 
reviewers and the authors are hidden from each other. 
Accordingly, any information revealing author identity 
should be removed from the piece for review. All manu-
scripts submitted for consideration should be original, 
unpublished, and not under consideration by other pub-
lication outlets. Only electronic submissions in Microsoft 
Word will be accepted. 

Queries and manuscript submissions should be addressed 
to the editor:

David T. McMahan
mcmahan@missouriwestern.edu

For more information, please consult the website  
of  the Iowa Communication Association located at  
www.iowacomm.org.
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The Adjunct Teacher Award Committee is seeking nomina-
tions for the ICA Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award. Each 
year at the Awards Banquet during the annual conference in 
September, ICA recognizes a deserving faculty member who 
has been teaching as an adjunct for at least three years. While 
the award winner’s attendance to the 2015 ICA conference 
and banquet is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged.
The recipient will receive complimentary banquet tickets 
for him/herself  and a guest. If  the recipient does attend 
the Award Ceremony, a brief  acceptance speech would be  
expected. For more information about the award and 
nomination requirements, click on “Award Information” at  
www.iowacomm.org or contact President-elect Keith Har-
deman at keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu. Last 
year’s winner was Catherine A. Goodman of  Loras College. 

Criteria for Outstanding Adjunct Teacher Award:

Nominees must be currently teaching as an adjunct at 
any post-secondary school.
Nominees must have been teaching at least three years 
in an adjunct position.
Nominees must teach within the state of  Iowa.
Nominees are not required to be members of  ICA.
Nominees will be encouraged to attend the ICA con-
ference to accept the award if  selected.
Self-nomination is acceptable.
Materials to be electronically submitted for nomina-
tion (a single PDF file is preferred!):

A letter of  nomination.
The nominee’s current academic résumé or vita.
A total of  three letters of  recommendation from 
students, supervisors, colleagues, or administra-
tors that cite specific reasons why the nominee 
should be selected for this award. One letter must 
be from a supervisor/department chair.
Evidence of  teaching effectiveness as evidenced 
by course/instructor evaluations including com-
mentsand numerical ratings with an explanation 
of  rating scale norms.
A listing of  the nominee’s current teaching and 
co-curricular responsibilities.
Two examples of  most effective teaching strate-
gies, assignments, or lessons.
A current teaching philosophy.

NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED ELEC-
TRONICALLY BY JUNE 1, 2015 TO:
 
Keith Hardeman 
Chair of  the Adjunct Teacher Award Committee
keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

A.
B.
C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Call for Nominations: Outstanding 
Adjunct Teacher Award by Keith Hardeman

by David T. McMahan

mailto:keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu
mailto:keith.hardeman@westminster-mo.edu
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ICA Top Student Paper Award
We seek both undergraduate and graduate student papers for presentation at the annual Iowa Communication Association 
(ICA) convention in September. Papers may cover any aspect of  communication and should be no longer than 25 typed, 
double-spaced pages in length plus references. Papers accepted for presentation will be organized into thematic and/or 
top paper panels for conference presentation. The top paper receives the Westphal Student Paper Award which includes a 
monetary award and publication in the Iowa Journal of  Communication. The award is presented at the Friday evening banquet 
at the conference. Students need not be a member of  ICA, and their convention registration will be waived if  it is their first 
ICA convention. Recipients also receive a one-year membership in the association.

Submissions should include:

• An email from the student (or sponsoring faculty member) articulating the course/occasion through which the paper 
was created, naming the professor overseeing its development and when the course was completed. 

• Declaration confirming that if  accepted for presentation the student will attend the conference and present the paper; 
the paper has not and will not be submitted to any other publication outlets pending ICA’s decision; and the paper is 
the sole work of  the student (or students) independently or through mentorship with a faculty member only (faculty 
members should not be co-authors).

• A Word document containing the manuscript without any author identifying information and a separate title page  
which includes the title, author(s) and author(s) contact information.

Submissions must be received by June 1, 2015 but are welcomed at any time prior to that date.

Submissions should be sent to:  
David T. McMahan 
Iowa Journal of  Communication editor 
mcmahan@missouriwestern.edu

by David T. McMahan

Call for Speakers: G. Jon Hall Online GIFT Forum
Speakers are requested for a panel on eTools for teaching communication at the 2015 conference of  the Iowa Communi-
cation Association (ICA) in Decorah, Iowa, September 18-19. The panel will facilitate the annual presentation of  the G. 
Jon Hall Online GIFT (Great Ideas for Teaching) Forum. 

eTools include, but are not limited, to: 

Livebinders
Instagram
Padlet
Google Docs
Writing Apps
Storytelling Apps
Research Apps

 
If  interested in participating in the panel, please contact:  
Sarina Chen
University of  Northern Iowa 
sarina.chen@uni.edu

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

by Sarina Chen

mailto:sarina.chen@uni.edu
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BVU News

BVU Theatre Prof and Student Win Awards
At the 2015 Region V American College Theatre Festival in Minneapolis, David Walker (assistant professor of  theatre) 
and Matthew Schulz (sophomore theatre major) were awarded Certificates of  Excellence for their design work for the 
BV University Theatre production of  Three Sisters. Walker was recognized for excellence in scenic design while Schulz 
was recognized for excellence in costume design and construction. The production was directed by Dr. Bethany Larson  
(associate professor of  theatre).

Frantz Selected to Lead Society of Collegiate Journalists
Dr. Andrea Frantz, associate professor of  digital media, was recently installed as the national President for the Society for 
Collegiate Journalists. Her role will be largely to serve as the public face of  the organization, promote more engagement across 
existing chapters, and recruit new chapters. She will also be writing a monthly President’s blog for the organization’s website. 

The Society for Collegiate Journalists is a national honor society for student media leaders, and BVU started a chapter 
on campus two years ago. BVU’s chapter is service-driven, and its mission is to help educate the community about First 
Amendment issues.

Digital Media Students and Professor Present at National Conference
Two BVU students had their proposals accepted for the College Media Association Conference in New York City March 
11-14. Tyson-Jay Domingo, senior Digital Media major, presented “News won’t wait. Why should you? On-the-go news 
coverage via social media.” Scott Locati, senior Digital Media major presented “Using Sound Slides and Adobe Audition 
as audio storytelling tools in multimedia journalism.” Dr. Andrea Frantz, Associate Professor of  Digital Media and SCJ 
faculty advisor led three sessions on First Amendment Law at the conference.

BVU fares well among Iowa College Media Association Awards
Fourteen BVU students and the Digital Media faculty traveled to Des Moines in February for the annual Iowa College 
Media Association’s conference. BVU received many awards. Among them were six, first place awards in Feature Photo; 
Multimedia Slideshow; Opinion Writing; Online Design; Online Video; and Online Edition. Three special awards were also 
earned: Professor Jerry Johnson with the Eighmey Award, the Association’s annually most distinguished honor given to 
recognize an individual whose efforts have been instrumental in advancing the quality of  media education in Iowa; BVU’s 
student newspaper, The Tack, as the Overall News Media Organization of  the Year; the First Amendment Award for the 
University Cable Network (UCN) Studios work, “Stop the Presses!” created for BVU First Amendment Week. In addi-
tion to the top awards mentioned here, five second place awards, seven third place awards, and eight fourth place awards  
were received.

BVU’s Spring Theatre Show
Buena Vista University Theatre and the Music Department will present the musical Into the Woods by Stephen Sondheim and 
James Lapine. The show explores what happens after “happily ever after” and has seen two Broadway revivals, numerous 
productions all over the world, and was recently made into a major motion picture starring Meryl Streep. BV’s production 
takes place in the world of  a child’s imagination, where mystery, romance, adventure, magic… and anime… collide. Perfor-
mances are April 24, 25, May 1 & 2 at 7:30 p.m. and April 26 at 2 p.m. in Schaller Memorial Chapel. Tickets can be reserved 
online at www.bvu.edu/tickets or by phone at 712-749-2211.

by Mary Gill



2015 ICA Panel Proposal Request Form: 

Due May 20, 2015
Email to: kimpowell@luther.edu

***Submission of  individual competitive papers is encouraged. Email papers to kimpowell@luther.edu 
for presentation consideration***

Submitter: __________________________________________________

School or Business Affiliation: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________ E-Mail: _____________________

Include any special requests for the room set-up: ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Program Format: __________________________________
(Themed Paper Panel, Roundtable Discussion, Student Paper Panel, Debate, Performance, GIFT, or other)

Media Requests (Please only request media resources if  the format absolutely requires it): ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Needs (e.g., time, day, other): ______________________________________

Please include all information below exactly as you would like it to appear in the conference program.

Title of  Presentation:

Panel Description:

Presenters: (Include names of  presenters, school or business affiliations, and titles of  presentations)

Panel Respondent (if  appropriate):

by Kim Powell
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